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Email: ourladylake@sbcglobal.net
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Parish Office Hours:
Monday - Friday

8:00 am - 4:30 pm

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday: 5:00 pm, Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am, & 6:00 pm in Spanish

No Daily Mass on Monday
Tuesday at 8 am, Wednesday at 6 pm

Thursday and Friday at 8:00 am
Reconciliation is Saturday 4:00 pm - 4:50 pm, 
Sunday 5:30 pm - 5:50 pm, or by appointment

We extend a warm welcome to 
all our guests and visitors who have 
graced us with their presence at 
today’s liturgy. We hope that you feel 
at home here; please let us know if 
we can be of any assistance while 
you are with us. 

WELCOME

HEARING IMPAIRED

For those with moderate hearing 
difficulties, hearing assistance units 
are available in the Fellowship Hall 
behind the Sanctuary. Please ask an 
usher if you need one.

continued on last page

                           

MISA EN ESPAÑOL

I was in the seminary during my 
high school years, living in Hannibal 
at a boarding school, but every 
Saturday morning for four years, I 
had a date. Mind you, it wasn’t the 
kind of date you might be thinking 
of. This date was with a long dead 
Latin scholar, Charles Edwin Bennett. 
The first fifteen minutes of the class 
were given over to learning five new 
verbs from The New Latin Grammar—
published almost a century before. 
My personal copy of this grammar is 
one book I will never let go of. The 
list of hundreds of verbs not only 
assisted my learning Latin, but most 
importantly, it gave me a foundation 
in English vocabulary that I rely on 
almost daily.

One of those verbs comes to 
mind almost every time I celebrate 
Reconciliation. I give or I receive 
absolution. This comes from solvo, 
solvere, solvi, solutus:  to loosen or 
untie. I can still hear Father Wenting 
giving our class the many cognates 
in English, absolve, dissolve, resolve, 
solve, solution, resolute, dissolute. 
The root word might make you 
think of the untying, loosening 
aspect of the word for the prayer 
of forgiveness, but I like to think 
of it also from the chemical under-
standing. A solution is something 
that results when you add a solvent 

BISHOP’S MONTHLY 
PRAYER INTENTION

For the sons and daughters of For the sons and daughters of 
the Church: that we may be the the Church: that we may be the 
light of God’s love for the world light of God’s love for the world 

by our sacrificial gifts for those in by our sacrificial gifts for those in 
need, especially the children of our need, especially the children of our 

world.world.

Por los hijos e hijas de la Iglesia. Por los hijos e hijas de la Iglesia. 
Para que seamos la luz del amor Para que seamos la luz del amor 
de Dios para el mundo a través de Dios para el mundo a través 

de nuestra caridad sacrificial por de nuestra caridad sacrificial por 
aquellos en necesidad, especial-aquellos en necesidad, especial-

mente los niños del mundo.mente los niños del mundo.

The Word Made Flesh
by Msgr. Marion Makarewicz

Todos los domingos a las 6:00 pm.
La reconciliación es el sábado de 
4:00 pm a 4:50 pm, domingo de 
5:30 pm a 5:50 pm, o con cita.

Por favor, consulte este folleto para 
las noticias en español.

Sunday, December 27, 2020
Feast of the Holy Family

&
Sunday, January 3, 2021

Feast of Epiphany

MEETING

to a miscible compound and it frees 
the components to mix together in 
a homogenous state. When a priest 
absolves a penitent, Christ is freeing 
them from the guilt of sin. The sin is 
dissolved away from the soul and is 
no longer present.

At the Christmas Masses, the 
congregation will all genuflect and 
remain kneeling for a slight pause 
as we speak the words of the Creed:  
“And by the Holy Spirit was incarnate 
of the Virgin Mary, and became man.” 
For many years, we said “was born of 
the Virgin Mary.” The revised English 
translation uses more of the Latin 
cognates or loan words in principle, 
so it makes sense to translate 



MASS INTENTIONS

PARISH COLLECTION
December 20, 2020

We are grateful for your support of our church. Online Giving allows you to make contributions to our church without having to write checks or worry 
about donations. The sit lets you set up automatic contributions and enables you to change the timing or the amount of your gift at any time. 

Go to: ourladylake.diojeffcity.org and click the Donate Now button on the top bar to sign up.

WEEKLY PARISH SCHEDULE

Russ Russell
Krewet & Herzog Families

Parishioners

Wally & Rusti Forest
Tom Kelly

The Grupas Family
Ruth Hermann
Parishioners

Pat Hoey
Linda Iocapelli
Jack Callahan
Ralph Franklin

Jim & Jimmy Phillips
Ruth Hermann
Parishioners

Saturday	 December 26	 5:00 pm
Sunday		 December 27	 10:00 am
Domingo	 Deciembre 27	6:00 pm  
Monday	 December 28	 No Mass
Tuesday	 December 29	 No Mass
Wednesday	 December 30	 No Mass
Thursday	 December 31	 5:00 pm
Friday		  January 1	 10:00 am
Saturday	 January 2	 5:00 pm
Sunday		 January 3	 10:00 am
Domingo	 January 3	 6:00 pm 
Monday	 January 4	 No Mass
Tuesday	 January 5	 8:00 am
Wednesday	 January 6	 6:00 pm
Thursday	 January 7	 8:00 am
Friday		  January 8	 8:00 am
Saturday	 January 9	 5:00 pm
Sunday		 January 10	 10:00 am
Domingo	 January 10	 6:00 pm

Vigil Mass
Feast of the Holy Family
Fiesta de la Sagrada Familia
Feast of the Holy Innocents
St. Thomas Becket
St. Anysia
Vigil for the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
Vigil Mass
Feast of the Holy Family
Fiesta de la Sagrada Familia
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
St. John Neumann
St. André Bessette
St. Raymond of Penyafort
St. Thorfinn
Vigil Mass
The Baptism of the Lord
El Bautismo del Señor

THANK YOU

MONDAY, DECEMBER 28
OFFICE CLOSED

 TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29
NO MASS

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30
NO MASS

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31
OFFICE CLOSED

Mass in Church| 5:00 pm

FRIDAY, JANUARY 1
OFFICE CLOSED

Mass in Church & Online | 10:00 am

SATURDAY, JANUARY 2
Reconciliation | 4:00 pm

Mass in Church | 5:00 pm

SUNDAY, JANUARY 3
Mass in Church & Online | 10:00 am

Reconciliation | 5:30 pm
Misa en Iglesia y Online | 6:00 pm

MONDAY, JANUARY 4
NO MASS

The Administration Commission 
meeting will be via ZOOM on 
Thursday, January 21st. Everyone 
is invited, and if you wish to join, 
please call the Parish office and give 
them your email so that an invitation 
can be sent to you.  

ADMINISTRATION

Chair: Bob Cotter

Our Lady of the Lake Parish   

Parish Goal:		 $31,000.00
Total Committed:	 $21,747
Total Received:	 $15,312

Envelopes: $ 9,945
Loose: $ 1,024   
Total: $10,969
Last Year: $ 7,058

TUESDAY, JANUARY 5
Mass in Church & Online | 8:00 am

Rosary | 8:45 am

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6
Wednesday Workshop | 9:00 am

Adoration | 5:00 pm
Mass in Church & Online | 6:00 pm

PSR R1 | 6:45 pm

THURSDAY, JANUARY 7
Mass in Church & Online | 8:00 am

Education Comm. | 6:00 pm

FRIDAY, JANUARY 8
Mass in Church & Online | 8:00 am

SATURDAY, JANUARY 9
Reconciliation | 4:00 pm

Mass in Church | 5:00 pm

SUNDAY, JANUARY 10
Mass in Church & Online | 10:00 am

Confirmation B | 4:30 pm
Reconciliation | 5:30 pm

Misa en Iglesia y Online | 6:00 pm
High School | 6:15 pm



Are you or a family member ill, in the hospital, or homebound and would like to be included in the Prayers of the Faithful at Mass, on the Prayer 
Chain,  or in the bulletin? Please contact the office at 365-2241or email ourladylake@sbcglobal.com. 

Names will be listed for one month unless the office is notified that continued prayer is needed.

Contact: Gary Chaput

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

ourladylake.diojeffcity.org/
knights-of-
columbus/

Connect with Us Online

ourladylake.diojeffcity.org

https://www.facebook.com/
OurLadyLakeOzark

PARISHIONER NEWS

The email address: 
ourladylake@sbcglobal.net 

is no longer active. 
If you need to reach Mary, please use 

her new email address:
mary@ourladylakeozark.org.

Roses for Life Weekend
January 2nd and 3rd

 
The Rose is the symbol for Life.
On the weekend of January 

2nd-3rd, 2021 our Knights of 
Columbus Council is asking for 
your help. We are asking that as 
you are leaving the church from the 
front or back entrance, to please 
stop by the Roses for Life tables 
and take time to pick up the 3 
roses, that are bundled together 
and take them home with you. 
Sign the sheet of paper attached 
to each rose and send to each of 
our elected Representatives for the 
state of Missouri. Their names and 
addresses will be provided on a 
separate sheet of paper.

By distributing Roses and 
collecting signatures & donations, 
the Missouri Knights show their 
strong Pro-Life commitment. The 
signatures are sent to the local/
state/US legislators to remind them 
to stay (or convert to) prolife. The 
program is held in January of each 
year, usually on the Sunday nearest 
the Jan 22 Roe-V-Wade decision.

Normally our council would 
send your signed Roses to our 
elected Representatives, so they’ll 
remember the voters in their 
district plus the millions of Pro-Life 
Supporters and voters across our 
state and nation. Because of the 
Coronavirus pandemic we are 
required to do some different. 

Donations collected by our 
council through this campaign 
are given to local pro-life organi-
zation that provides baby items to 
mothers in need “free of charge.”

We also ask you to pray the 
Rosary to end abortion and to give 
your moral support to those people 
going to the March for Life in D.C. 
and the Mid-West March for Life in 
Jefferson City. If you can help this 
weekend please contact Gary Kelly 
at 573-746-677.

Winners of The Knights of Columbus 
50/50 Drawing December 18th, 

2020.
 

The total amount of the Knights 
of Columbus 50/50 Drawing on 

December 18, 2020 was $1,345.00. 
Monsignor Makarewicz drew the 

three winning tickets. Congratula-
tions to the winners and thanks for 

everyone’s support this year.
 

 1st Place Winner 
(Amount is $336.25)

Mike Henze
 

 2nd place Winner 
(Amount is $201.75)

Victoria Sucher
 

3rd place Winner 
(Amount is $134.50)

Nancy Callahan 

from the Staff
of Our Lady of the Lake



Bulletin announcements should be into the office by Thursday at noon for publication in that weekend’s bulletin.

Important Addition: Please note the VIRTUS ‘Touching Safety’ parent sessions listed below. These classes have 
always been given as part of the PSR curriculum during the year. However, we are so limited on class time that we are 
formatting the information for parents to take home and talk about with their children. This extension of the VIRTUS 
“Protecting God’s Children” is specifically for children to identify their ‘safe adults’ and how to react in uncomfortable 
situations. Statistics show that 20% of boys and 25% of girls under age 18 will encounter sexual abuse to some extent. 
I cannot stress how important is that we give them the confidence, the same as a tornado or fire drill, should they need 
to act. I will be the facilitator/trainer for all three sessions, and I promise to make them interesting, practical and infor-
mative; presented from a practical parenting perspective. Seating is limited due to distancing requirements, so please 
RSVP early for the session that best suits your schedule.

From now on, you will see this table with class dates, times and notes. 
Please make this your first stop after downloading the Bulletin! (Week A is A-L, Week B is M-Z)

EDUCATION COMMISSION
Chair: Linda Adams

NOTES FROM VICKI

Getting Closer to God

For the New Year, create a family or personal altar in your home 
where you can keep your prayer material handy.

PSR 
GRADES K-6
WEDNESDAYS

6:45 PM

Jan 6:    Week R1 
Jan 13:  Week R2
Jan 20:  Week R1
Jan 20:  PARENTS VIRTUS 
Session #1: “Touching Safety” 
7:00 – 8:00 PM

Stay on normal rotations. 
Contact your teacher if you are not 
sure about attendance dates at this 
link: 
https://ourladylake.diojef-
fcity.org/wp-content/uploads/
sites/25/2020/12/PSR-Link-Table.
pdf

CONFIRMATION 
GRADES 7-8

SUNDAYS
4:30 PM

Jan 10:  Lesson 8 - 
Jan 24:  Lesson 9 - 
Jan 31:  Lesson 10-11 - 

Group B
All (Catholic 101)
Group A

HIGH SCHOOL
 GRADES 9-12

SUNDAYS
6:15 PM

Jan 10:  Vocations 
Deacon Jim and Lusica 
Hankins

*Further class dates to be deter-
mined by attending students. Bring 
calendars and parent calendars 
with you to class

SAFE TOUCHING TRAINING 
SESSIONS FOR PARENTS

*BESTGEN HALL
7:00 - 8:00 PM

#1 January 20
#2 Feb 17 
#3 March 10 

During PSR Time

--Required by the Diocese as an 
extension of VIRTUS training.
--Sessions limited to 15 attendees
--One or both parents may attend 
to receive materials to use at home



If you and your family would like to present the gifts for the offertory procession during the weekend Masses, please sign up in the blue binder 
located at the Welcome Center. This would be a wonderful way to commemorate a birthday, anniversary or other special occasion.

The next Education Commission 
will meet Thursday, January 7th 
at 6:00 pm online or in person in 
Bestgen Hall. 

Please contact Kelly in the 
office if you would like to attend 
and have not received the online 
invitation.

KIDS CORNER

As the new year begins, 
reminisce with your family about 

the past year and talk about 
plans and goals for this year.

Attend Mass on the solemnity 
of Mary, Mother of God 

(January 1st). It’s a Holy Day of 
Obligation.

Make or buy a King Cake to mark 
Epiphany. If your kids are old 

enough for it to be safe, hide a 
coin, bean, or baby Jesus figure 
inside. The one who finds it can 

wear a crown that you buy or 
make.

EDUCATION COMMISSION
Chair: Linda Adams

WORSHIP COMMISSION

Chair: Annette Miller

The next Worship Commission 
meeting will be Tuesday, January 
26th at 6:30 pm online. We are 
always looking for members with a 
heart for helping with the liturgy, 
prayer, liturgical formation, or art 
and environment. Please call the 
office to join us.

PRAYERS FOR RECOVERY

PRAYERS FOR THE MILITARY
LCDR Christopher Boehm

Major Brad Bustin
Major Meg Bustin
Capt. Dan Collini
Sgt. John Cobb

CPO Matt Culver USN-SEAL 6
E4 Cody Griffy

E7 M/Sgt. Amanda Hammond   
E4 Aaron Helms

Major Michael Lucky
1st Sgt. Christopher Metz

1st Lt. Thomas Nelson
SPC Austin Nye

Jayson D. Osborne (Air Force)
CW4 Kent Rackers

A1C Logan J. Rackers
Tech. Sgt. Kevin Reilly
S/Sgt. Adam Rentsch

S/Sgt. Daniel E Reynolds
SPC Chris Riley

SPC John M. Schneider
1st Lt. Adam H. Still

Sgt. Justin C. Thomas
S/Sgt. Matthew Willis 

LCDR Tony Wolfe
Lt. Nicholas Zahn  
A1C Jacob Zahn

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!

Saint Michael the Archangel, defend 
us in battle. Be our protection against 
the wickedness and snares of the devil; 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; 
And do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly 
Host, by the divine power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan and all evil spirits 
who wander through the world for the 
ruin of souls. Amen

May they place their trust and 
confidence in the Lord Jesus Christ:

Gordon Russel, Joseph Schut-
zenhofer, Gunther Skaletz, Claire 
Jannetti, Paul Schoessler, Tim 
McDermott, Elijah Torres, Adam 
Hinrichs, Debra Ehlers, Dennis 
Wedding, Tom Ranft, Don Koch, 
Dianne Richardson, Tretch Lawrence, 
Kathy Deniston, Mary Burke, Clark 
Gruninger, Pat Caswell, Jack Ketterer, 
Dr. Robert Mason, Lucille Needham, 
Kitty McCarthy.

We will have Taize Prayer on 
Wednesday, January 13, 2021 
during Adoration from 5:00 – 6:00 
pm. All are welcome to attend. 
Worship aids will be available on 
your phones for participation. For 
those who wish to participate at 
home, Taize Prayer will be lives-
treamed.

For any questions, please 
contact Steve Jannetti at    
573-365-2241.



Want to know all the happenings around the Diocese of Jefferson City? Visit the newly designed website: https://diojeffcity.org
Under News & Events, you can click on the Monday Morning Memo which gives you all kinds of information on events and important notices.

Call the office to join us at the 
next Zoom meeting on 

Thursday, Jan 14th at 6 pm.

The Social Concerns Commission 
includes the following ministries:

To families
To the community

To the poor
To the oppressed
For protecting life

Of hospitality & fellowship
Of health & well-being.

SOCIAL CONCERNS
Chair: Deacon Jim Hankins

Please remember to bring your 
unused, nonperishable, non-expired 

food donation each week.

Week of December 20th:
13 Bags, 114 Cans, 17 Misc.

Plastic & Paper Bags are needed.

Please No Egg Cartons

“Our Lady” Volunteers next 
scheduled work day is 
ANY day you can help!

Sign up by calling 365-0099 
(ask for store manager).

More info: 
www.hopehouseofmillercounty.org

To learn more contact:
573-365-0099

or
www.hopehouseofmillercounty.org

HOPE HOUSE

Our Lady of the Lake Book Club
Next Meeting will be:

January 12, Tuesday

We will have our next in-person 
(social distanced) meeting at the 

Church Fellowship Hall.  
We will be discussing the book, 

The Rent Collector 
by Camron Wright.

ALL ARE WELCOMED!
Questions please call Lusica – 

915-490-5765.

SUNDAY
1st Reading -  SIR 3:2-6, 12-14

Psalm - 128:1-5
2nd Reading - COL 3:12-21

Gospel - LK 2:22-40
MONDAY

1st Reading - 1 JN 1:5—2:2 
Psalm - 124:2-5, 7CD-8

Gospel - MT 2:13-18
TUESDAY 

1st Reading - 1 JN 2:3-11
Psalm - 96:1-3, 5B-6
Gospel - LK 2:22-35

WEDNESDAY 
1st Reading - 1 JN 2:12-17

Psalm - 96:7-10
Gospel - LK 2:36-40

THURDAY
1st Reading - 1 JN 2:18-21

Psalm - 96:1-2, 11-13
Gospel - JN 1:1-18

FRIDAY
1st Reading - NM 6:22-27

Psalm - 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8
2nd Reading - GAL 4:4-7

Gospel - LK 2:16-21
SATURDAY

1st Reading - 1 JN 2:22-28
Psalm - 98:1-4

Gospel - JN 1:19-28
SUNDAY

1st Reading - IS 60:1-6
Psalm - 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13

2nd Reading - EPH 3:2-3a, 5-6
Gospel - MT 2:1-12

MONDAY
1st Reading - 1 JN 3:22–4:6
Psalm - 2:7BC-8, 10-12A

Gospel - MT 4:12-17, 23-25
TUESDAY 

1st Reading - 1 JN 4:7-10
Psalm - 72:1-4, 7-8
Gospel - MK 6:34-44

WEDNESDAY 
1st Reading - 1 JN 4:11-18
Psalm - 72:1-2, 10, 12-13

Gospel - MK 6:45-52
THURDAY

1st Reading - 1 JN 4:19–5:4
Psalm - 72:1-2, 14, 15bc, 17

Gospel - Lk 4:14-22
FRIDAY

1st Reading - 1 JN 5:5-13
Psalm - 147:12-15, 19-20

Gospel - LK 5:12-16
SATURDAY

1st Reading - 1 JN 5:14-21
Psalm - 149:1-6A, 9B
Gospel - JN 3:22-30 

SUNDAY
1st Reading - IS 42:1-4, 6-7
Psalm - PS 29:1-2, 3-4, 9-10
2nd Reading - ACTS 10:34-38

Gospel - MK 1:7-11

READINGS FOR THE WEEK



¿Está usted o un miembro de su familia enfermo, en el hospital o confinado en su hogar y le gustaría ser incluido en la Oración de los Fieles en la 
Misa o en el boletín? Comuníquese con la oficina al 365-2241 o envíe un correo electrónico a ourladylake@sbcglobal.com. Los nombres aparecerán 

en la lista durante algunas semanas, a menos que se notifique a la oficina que se necesita una oración continua.

DEACON’S CORNER
After Christmas, the Church 

celebrates the Feast of the Holy 
Family. It is easy for all of us to 
get wrapped up in the peace that 
permeates the Nativity.  That miracle 
at Christmas, centered on the birth 
of Jesus, reminds all of us of the 
beauty and holiness of the Holy 
Family with Mary and Joseph adoring 
the Christ Child. The Holy Family is 
an example of faith and love that is 
essential for families.  Saint Pope John 
Paul II stated that the Holy Family is 
“the prototype and example for all 
Christian families.”

What made this family of Joseph, 
Mary, and Jesus holy?  First and 
primarily, they were centered around 
Jesus.  God in the flesh living among 
us.  And as with every Christian 
family, we are all called to center 
our lives around Jesus.  All Christian 
families that do this grow in holiness.  
Secondly, all family members strive 
to do God’s will.  Mary gave her “Yes” 
to God at the Annunciation.  Joseph 
obeyed God by caring for Mary and 
Jesus. Again, the Holy Family was holy 
because they always sought and did 
God’s will. 

Within the Holy Family, Joseph 
exemplifies to husbands and fathers, 
the primary role of providing for and 
protecting their wives and children in 
all things.  Especially from spiritual 
danger with providing and inspiring 
them with examples of strong faith.  
Mary is our great model and inter-
cessor for wives and mothers with 
making their homes little churches 
with daily offerings, grace at meals 
and a prayerful life with an awareness 
of God.  It is not unusual that Jesus 

was taught by their examples to know 
the full beauty of faith, the law, and 
the love for God.  

Finally, the Holy Family was holy 
because they prayed.  The Holy Family 
went to the Temple. They celebrated 
the major feasts. Jesus was taught 
and learned Hebrew where he read, 
learned, and understood sacred Scrip-
tures. This is a great example to us 
of how we need to teach our children 
and ensure Religious Education is 
a primary concern of our child’s 
upbringing.

To center our lives around Jesus, 
families must inspire each other to 
become holy.  We need to reach out, 
encourage and support each other 
in doing God’s will with joy.  Leading 
by our own faithful examples.  In 
so doing, we counter the attacks 
within our society on the Christian 
family being under siege by so many 
corrupting anti-Christian influences.  
In 2006, during his Angelus address 
on the Holy Family feast, Pope 
Benedict XVI urged families to “resist 
the disintegrating forces of a certain 
contemporary culture which under-
mines the very foundations of the 
family institution.”

We thank and praise God that Jesus 
was born to and grew up in the heart 
of the Holy Family of Joseph and Mary.  
And, as stated, all Christian families 
are little churches within our Mother 
Church celebrating the Eucharist at 
Mass with that same beating heart of 
the Holy Family.   

Through Jesus, the Son of God who 
became the Son of Man, God formed a 
family, the Church, bound together by 
the bond and love of the Holy Spirit.  

What do you want to know about the Catholic Faith? 

Is there a question about the Mass that has been nagging you?  

Have you ever wondered what is the reasoning behind our traditions?

Deacon Paul Poulter is writing blogs on the website to answer just these types of questions. He asks that you call him 
with your questions at:

573-378-9220. 

And, as a model for all families, the 
Holy Family loved each other, sacri-
ficed for each other, with bearing 
one another’s burdens and always 
forgiving.

Our Christian home is the place 
where children receive the first 
proclamation of our Faith.  The Holy 
Family is the domestic Church, a 
place of grace and prayer, a school of 
everyday human/family virtues and 
of Christian charity (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, 1666).   

All families face challenges.  Even 
the Holy Family faced challenges like 
giving birth in a stable, fleeing for 
their lives to Egypt, and loosing Jesus 
in the temple.  However, through all 
the speed bumps of life, through all 
the curve balls thrown at you, always 
remember that God loves you.  And 
it is through that love, permeating 
throughout your/our families, that 
makes them HOLY!

Blessings – Dcn Jim



LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
Our Lady of the Lake, 
Lake Ozark, Missouri

SÍGUENOS EN FACEBOOK
Nuestrá Señora del Lago Iglesia 

Católica

continued from front cover
incarnatus est this way. I am more 
inclined to favor the word “enfleshed” 
which might be seen as a calque 
word, a literal word for word trans-
lation from the Latin which is itself 
a calqued translation of the Greek 
original of the creed.

Calques are used to translate 
words that have no history in a 
language. You can either borrow the 
word and bring it into the second 
language like we brought in the word 
algebra from Arabic. Or you can 
come up with a literal translation for 
the new word. The word scapegoat is 
a calque of the Hebrew word Azazel/
ez ozel, the goat that departs, one of 
many calques that came into English 
through the translation of the Scrip-
tures.

So what is the point here? Words 
matter. People ask me if I am ready 
for Christmas, presuming that there 
is something I must be doing to 
make Christmas happen. This fits 
perfectly with the American under-
standing of work and productivity as 
that by which all things are valued. 
It also attends to our desire to 
create an atmosphere or mood that 
contributes to personal happiness, 
ours or of those we love.

I do believe that our prepa-
rations—the gifts, the food, the 
decorations, the music, and the 
visiting—are part of entering into 
the mystery of Christmas. I think of 
my favorite Christmas music which 
is the Cambridge Singers’ double 
Christmas album, one named the 
Peace of Christmas and the other 
named the Joy of Christmas. There 
is no doubt that Christmas is meant 
to make us feel happy, and that is 
good.

The Mystery of the Incarnation has 
to be about more than an emotion. 
Christmas is the time of a new 
understanding, a new way of thinking 
about God and about humanity. This 
is especially important this year when 
so many of the reliable and familiar 
ways of celebrating are going to look 
so different. This year’s Christmas is 
an opportunity to reflect on the Word 
Made Flesh. The eternal Son of God 
emptied himself and took the form of 
a baby. The Son of God is the Son of 
Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The birth of Jesus Christ is the 
reason why we do everything we do 
during this season. We are getting 
closer to forgetting this. That it has 
become more about the Christmas 
feeling than the Christmas mystery, 
becomes clear to me as holiday 
trappings are put away on the 
26th and out comes the Valentine 
stuff. Once we have had that magic 
moment—the gift giving, the 
Christmas roast, or simply the day 
off from work, it’s back to business 
as usual.

During the next three weeks of 
the Christmas Season, I ask you to 
consider the meaning of Christmas 
in a deeper level. That means paying 
attention to the words of the Gospel 
and the prayers at the liturgy and 
the hymns that we sing in Church. 
The Son of God not only dwelt for 
a time in the manger of Bethlehem. 
The story we read at Christmas is 
just the beginning of the Incarnation. 
In Chapter 14 of the Gospel of John, 
Jesus tells the apostles “If anyone 
loves me, he will keep my word, and 
my Father will love him, and we will 
come to him and make our dwelling 
with him.” 

Jesus is the Word of God. Jesus is 
the fullness of God revealing himself 
in the person, the message and the 
work of Jesus Christ. The Word of 
God is spoken so that mankind can 
hear of the Father’s love. Those 
who ponder that word, as Mary did 
in her heart, will also give birth to 
the Savior within. Saint Ambrose 
says it beautifully in his meditation 
on the Magnificat:  “Let Mary’s soul 
be in each of you to proclaim the 
greatness of the Lord. Let her spirit 
be in each to rejoice in the Lord. 
Christ has only one mother in the 
flesh, but we all bring forth Christ in 
faith.”
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ORACIONES PARA LA 
RECUPERACIÓN

Que ellos depositen su confianza 
en el Señor Jesucristo:

Gordon Russel, Joseph Schut-
zenhofer, Gunther Skaletz, Claire 
Jannetti, Paul Schoessler, Tim 
McDermott, Elijah Torres, Adam 
Hinrichs, Debra Ehlers, Dennis 
Wedding, Tom Ranft, Don Koch, 
Dianne Richardson, Tretch Lawrence, 
Kathy Deniston, Mary Burke, Clark 
Gruninger, Pat Caswell, Jack Ketterer, 
Dr. Robert Mason, Lucille Needham, 
Kitty McCarthy.

COMIDAS COMPASIVAS
Si usted o alguien que conoce 

está enfermo, confinado en su hogar 
o un nuevo padre y podría usar una 
comida casera, comuníquese con la 
oficina al 573-365-2241. Por favor 
solicite español si es necesario.


