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WELCOME

We extend a warm welcome to
all our guests and visitors who have
graced us with their presence at
today’s liturgy. We hope that you feel
at home here; please let us know if
we can be of any assistance while
you are with us.

HEARING IMPAIRED MISA EN ESPANOL

For those with moderate hearing
difficulties, hearing assistance units
are available in the Fellowship Hall
behind the Sanctuary. Please ask an
usher if you need one.

OuR LADY OF THE LAKE CATHOLIC CHURCH
2411 Bagnell Dam Blvd

Lake Ozark, MO 65049

Phone: 573.365.2241

Email: ourladylake@sbcglobal.net
Website: ourladylake.diojeffcity.org

Sunday, December 6, 2020

2nd Sunday in Advent

when parishioners are gathered, all

We envision a church where Jesus
Christ is proclaimed in a way that

may encounter the Living Word in
their midst.

Why the Incarnation?
by Msgr. Marion Makarewicz

The other week | had an oppor-
tunity to talk to confirmation
students. | gave the students an
opportunity to ask questions. The
first question deserved several
classes worth of discussion in
itself: how can a good and loving
God create a world where sin and
suffering can happen? Wow. We have
been wrestling with that question for
many years. The earliest books of the
Bible answered that question fairly
consistently. Suffering is because
of man’s sin. The Book of Genesis
chronicles the fall of humanity and
the multiplication of sin. The other
books of the Law detail the God’s
plan for keeping sin and evil from
our lives. The prophets tell the
continuing story of human infidelity
to the Law of God and the conse-
quences for the people of Israel. In
the psalms and the other Wisdom
literature, this perennial question
is narrowed down a bit. Why does a
good person encounter suffering?
The Book of Job contains the most
developed theology regarding
suffering and evil. The final answer in
the Book of Job is that suffering is a
mystery, and we can’t know the mind
of God. Perhaps, it is even useless to
ask.

That’s how | keep a check on
my concerns about God’s benevo-

Todos los domingos a las 6:00 pm.
La reconciliacion es el sabado de
4:00 pm a 4:50 pm, domingo de

5:30 pm a 5:50 pm, o con cita.

Por favor, consulte este folleto para

las noticias en espanol.

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday: 5:00 pm, Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am, & 6:00 pm in Spanish
No Daily Mass on Monday
Tuesday at 8 am, Wednesday at 6 pm
Thursday and Friday at 8:00 am
Reconciliation is Saturday 4:00 pm - 4:50 pm,
Sunday 5:30 pm - 5:50 pm, or by appointment

Parish Office Hours:

Monday - Friday
8:00 am - 4:30 pm

lence. | like to focus on the mystery
of suffering and evil. That it is not
something that we can explain or
comprehend. It is a mystery beyond
human reason. It is ultimately a
question that requires that answer of
faith: to believe in things that can’t
be seen but that we know with all our
hearts. | believe with all my heart that
God created this world good. It is
our freedom, the greatest earthly gift
that God has given us in addition to
life itself, which allows for the possi-
bility of choosing good or evil.

Much of the suffering and pain in
the world is easily understood. It is
a result of sin, or at the very least,
poor planning. | remember back
when Hurricane Katrina wrecked so
much damage in Louisiana. People
were rather quick to point out that it
was because of all the sin that takes
place during Mardi Gras, and God
was punishing them. | don’t blame
God. We bring so much suffering

continued on last page

For the sons and daughters of
the Church: that we may be the
light of God’s love for the world

by our sacrificial gifts for those in
need, especially the children of our
world.

Por los hijos e hijas de la Iglesia.
Para que seamos la luz del amor
de Dios para el mundo a través
de nuestra caridad sacrificial por
aquellos en necesidad, especial-
mente los nifios del mundo.



MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday December 5 5:00 pm
Sunday December 6 10:00 am
Domingo Deciembre 6 6:00 pm
Monday December 7 No Mass
Tuesday December 8 8:00 am
Tuesday December 8 7:00 pm
Wednesday  December 9 6:00 pm
Thursday December 10 8:00 am
Friday December 11 8:00 am
Viernes Deciembre 11 7:00 pm
Saturday December 12 5:00 pm
Sunday December 13 10:00 am
Domingo Deciembre 13 6:00 pm

November 29, 2020

Envelopes: $ 9,986
Loose: $ 1,244
Total: $11,230
Last Year: $ 8,252
THANK YOU

Catholic

STEWARDSHIP APPEAL :
LEMIAH 1

Our Lady of the Lake Parish

Parish Goal: $31,000.00
Total Committed: $13,787
Total Received: $10,387

ADMINISTRATION
Chair: Bob Cotter

The Administration Commission
meeting will be via ZOOM on
scheduled for Thursday, December
17th. Everyone is invited, and if you
wish to join, please call the Parish
office and give them your email so
that an invitation can be sent to you.

Vigil Mass

Second Sunday of Advent

Segundo Domingo de Adviento

St. Ambrose

Feast of the Immaculate Conception
Feast of the Immaculate Conception
St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
Pope Saint Gregory llI

Pope St. Damasus |

Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe

Vigil Mass

Third Sunday of Advent

Tercer Domingo de Adviento

SUNDAY
1st Reading - IS 40:1-5,9-11
Psalm - 85:9-14
2nd Reading - 2 PT 3:8-14
Gospel - MK 1:1-8

MONDAY
1st Reading - IS 35:1-10
Psalm - 85:9AB, 10-14
Gospel - LK 5:17-26

TUESDAY
1st Reading - GN 3:9-15, 20
Psalm - 98:1-4
2nd Reading - EPH 1:3-6, 11-12
Gospel - LK 1:26-38

WEDNESDAY
1st Reading - IS 40:25-31
Psalm - 103:1-4, 8, 10
Gospel - MT 11:28-30

THURDAY
1st Reading - IS 41:13-20
Psalm - 145:1, 9-13AB
Gospel -MT 11:11-15

FRIDAY
1st Reading - IS 48:17-19
Psalm - 1:1-4, 6
Gospel -MT 11:16-19

SATURDAY
1st Reading - ZEC 2:14-17 or
RV 11:19A; 12:1-6A, 10AB
Psalm - JUDITH 13:18BCDE, 19
Gospel - LK 1:26-38

SUNDAY
1st Reading - IS 61:1-2A, 10-11
Psalm - LK 1:46-50, 53-54
2nd Reading - 1 THES 5:16-24
Gospel - JN 1:6-8, 19-28

Esther Wieczork
Preciosa Magsumbol
Parishioners

Krewet & Herzog Families
Daniel Irsik
Bob Jannetti
Armella Seitzer
Tracey & Jim Wetzel Family

Geraldine Griffin
Julie Short
Parishioners

MONDAY, DECEMBER 7
E-Learning | 8:00 am - 3:00pm
Advent Study Group | 6:00 pm

Guadalupe Novena | 7:00 pm

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8
OFFICE CLOSED
Mass in Church & Online | 8:00 am
Rosary | 8:45 am
Guadalupe Novena | 6:00 pm
Mass in Church & Online | 7:00 pm

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9
Wednesday Workshop | 9:00 am
Adoration | 5:00 pm
Reconciliation | 5:15 pm
Mass in Church & Online | 6:00 pm
PSR All Online | 6:45 pm
Guadalupe Novena | 7:00 pm

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10
Mass in Church & Online | 8:00 am
Social Concerns Comm. | 6:00 pm

Guadalupe Novena | 7:00 pm

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11
Mass in Church & Online | 8:00 am
Reconciliation | 4:00 pm

Guadalupe Novena & Mass | 7:00 pm

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12
Reconciliation | 3:00 pm
Mass in Church | 5:00 pm

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13

Reconciliation | 9:00 am
Mass in Church & Online | 10:00 am
Confirmation All | 4:30 pm
Reconciliation | 5:30 pm
Misa en Iglesia y Online | 6:00 pm

We are grateful for your support of our church. Online Giving allows you to make contributions to our church without having to write checks or worry
about donations. The sit lets you set up automatic contributions and enables you to change the timing or the amount of your gift at any time.
Go to: ourladylake.diojeffcity.org and click the Donate Now button on the top bar to sign up.



Contact: Gary Chaput

K OF C PLANNING MEETING

Monday, December 7th
7:00 pm
Via Zoom - Contact Gary for link

K OF C FUNDRAISER
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Knights of Columbus Council
9273 is currently doing a Fundraiser
using a 50/50 Raffle. It started in
mid-July and will end December
18th. Distribution is as follows: 50%
to our council, and the remaining
50% split into 1st place 25%, 2nd
place 15% and 3rd place 10%. Price
is $5.00 ticket or 5 for $20.00. The
funds collected will be donated to a
local charitable organization. Your
support is appreciated.

If you would like tickets for the
raffle, please contact Larry Bayliss
at 515-401-2110 or Gary Chaput at
573-723-0514 or drop by the office
during the week.

ourladylake.diojeffcity.org/
knights-of-columbus/

Contact: Melodi Graessle

MISSOURI

(v’ United
We
corc 2 serve
LADIES AUXILIARY

Our Lady of the Lake #9273

ourladylake.diojeffcity.org/
parish-life/
organizations/ladies-auxiliary-2/

PARISHIONER NEWS
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We pray for the repose of the
soul of our brother in Christ,
Jesse Lambert,
brother of Pamela Scherer
who passed away last week.

Eternal rest grant unto him, O
Lord; and let perpetual light shine
upon hin. May his soul, and the
souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in
peace.
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If you would like to
donate Christmas Flowers
in memory or in honor of
a loved one, please drop

an envelope with your
donation in the collection

baskets at the entrances
or donate online using the
Flower Account. Either way
you chose, please include
a note with the name(s) of
those you wish to honor or
memorialize.

The email address:
ourladylake@sbcglobal.net
is no longer active.
If you need to reach Mary, please use
her new email address:
mary@ourladylakeozark.org.

ADVENT STUDY GROUPS

m A i ; - ol
PREPARE THE WAY!
PREPARE YOU HEART!

As a community, we will be doing
a study of the Sunday Mass Readings
to prepare our hearts for the coming
of our Lord at Christmas. This will
be something you can do as an
individual, a family, of a small group.

The materials for this study will
available on the website;
https://ourladylake.diojeffcity.org/
Just hover over the OUR FAITH tab at
the top of the page. Move down to
“Worship and Prayer”; then click on
Advent 2020. The material for each
week will be in a link on the right
hand column.

There is an a short video to watch
each week on FORMED. Here is the
information to log in if you don’t yet
have an account:

1. Visit FORMED.org

2. Click Sign Up

3. Select “I Belong to a Parish or

Organization”

4. Find Our Lady of the Lake,

Lake Ozark or type 65049 in
for the zip code.

5. Enter your email.

Anyone is welcome to join us
for a Zoom Small Group THIS WEEK
MONDAY at 6:00 pm. Drop in for 1
session or all. Please email or call
Kelly Hamrin to find out more or sign
up:

365-2240 ext. 5
olloffice2018@sbcglobal.net

Are you or a family member ill, in the hospital, or homebound and would like to be included in the Prayers of the Faithful at Mass, on the Prayer
Chain, or in the bulletin? Please contact the office at 365-22410r email ourladylake@sbcglobal.com.
Names will be listed for one month unless the office is notified that continued prayer is needed.



EDUCATION COMMISSION

Chair: Linda Adams

NOTES FROM VICKI

We are preparing for the greatest event in history, and yet the birth of
Christ went without notice to most of the world. There were no phones,
internet or computers. No messenger service except someone running over
rough terrain or riding a donkey or a camel. Literally all communications were
delivered in person through an oral or written message. When you think about
how the baby Jesus came into the world with so little fanfare, we should all be
grateful for the ability we have to proclaim Him now! In musical terms, we are
within a crescendo of proclaiming His love and grace. What began as such a
humble and quiet beginning, is now circling the world at umpteen gigabytes
per second! We truly have no excuse for not proudly and loudly preparing the
way for Christ!

If loud isn’t your style, then live as St Francis taught us in his prayer.
Quietly go about your day being peace, love, pardon, faith, hope, joy and light
to everyone you know and meet. This would have been the greatest method
of faith to those who knew the love of God, or His Son who followed. There is
no greater strength than that which shows through all darkness, even in total
silence.

This preparation was begun long, long ago and | wonder if anyone alive
today could sacrifice as devoutly as St John the Baptist. His job was literally to
baptize everyone he could in the name of God and the Holy Spirit until Christ
showed himself for his own baptism!

| encourage your family to prepare the way during Advent through daily
prayer, observing the tradition of the Wreath and attending Mass. Are we up to
the challenge of honoring the sacrifices of the Holy Family, St John the Baptist
and all those who were martyred and served without concern for their personal
well-being? Reflect on the difficulties of all those before us who had no
luxuries in their lifestyles, but still sought the love and graces of God, through
his Son Jesus. Then tell everyone you know, quietly or with symphonic beauty
about the love you receive, the blessings you are granted and graces given
freely to those who love Him! Hallelujah!

Blessings and Prayers,

Vicki

Getting Closer to God

THE SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT WREATH PRAYERS

Leader: May the Lord’s peace be with us all.
All: The Loris is our faith and our life.
Leader: May His love shine in our hearts.
All: Our hope is in the coming of the Lord.

Two purple candles are lit by the eldest child and allowed to burn as before. The
Second Candle is FAITH or the Bethlehem Candle.

Leader: Let us pray that we may experience fully the peace of Christ.
Pause for Silent Prayer

Leader: Father in Heaven, the day draws near when the birth of your Son will make
radiant the night of the waiting world. May His quiet coming fill us with true inner
peace.

Leader: Read Micah 5:2
All: Amen

PSR

Wed. December 2nd
At Home Learning

CONFIRMATION

Sun. December 6th
Bestgen Hall 4:30 PM
All

HIGH SCHOOL HANGOUT

Sun. December 6th
Bestgen Hall 6:15 PM

KIDS CORNER

Our Blessed Mother Mary was
born without sin. Attend Mass on
Tuesday the 8th, the Feast of the

Immaculate Conception, a Holy

Day of Obligation.

Celebrate the feast days of St.
Juan Diego and Our Lady of
Guadalupe by .
attending or
streaming the
Novena at Our
Lady of the Lake
after a Mexican
themed dinner. |3
The Novena is at |
7 pm every night
until Dec. 11th,
except Tues. Dec.
8th, it is at 6 pm.

Bulletin announcements should be into the office by Thursday at noon for publication in that weekend’s bulletin.



EDUCATION COMMISSION
Chair: Linda Adams

The next Education Commission
will meet Thursday, January 7th
at 6:00 pm online or in person in
Bestgen Hall.

Please contact Kelly in the office
if you would like to attend and have
not received the online invitation.

JR & SR HIGH MOVIE NIGHT

On Sunday, December 13, the
High School and Confirmation
Classes will meet to watch the
movie, Fatima which will begin
at 6:15. There will be a socially
distanced Christmas celebration
complete with snacks and cookies!
Please join us for a wonderful,
faith-filled movie and at least
some of the companionship we
are all missing! RSVP to either
Karen Blevins or Vicki Irsik because
seating will be limited.

NCYC FACE MASK FUNDRAISER

Protect others while funding a
great cause. The masks with the
OLL Logo are $10 each and all
proceeds go to the kids attending
the National Catholic Youth
Conference in November 2021.
The order form is available on the
website or call Kelly in the office to
order.

The next order will be placed when
we reach 25 orders.

Please email form from the
website: ourladylake.diojeffcity.org
to olloffice2018@sbcglobal.com,
or drop this form in the collection
baskets or by the office.

Chair: Annette Miller

The next Worship Commission
meeting will be Tuesday, January
26th at 6:30 pm online. We are
always looking for members with a
heart for helping with the liturgy,
prayer, liturgical formation, or art
and environment. Please call the
office to join us.

PRAYERS FOR RECOVERY
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May they place their trust and
confidence in the Lord Jesus Christ:

Tim McDermott, Elijah Torres,
Adam Hinrichs, Debra Ehlers, Dennis
Wedding, Tom Ranft, Don Koch,

Gail Knoll, Dianne Richardson,

Tim McDermott, Tretch Lawrence,
Kathy Deniston, Mary Burke, Clark
Gruninger, Pat Caswell, Jack Ketterer,
Dr. Robert Mason, Lucille Needham,
Kitty McCarthy.

Ushers Needed

_,A;/M- yow £-ui.€€i.hg ﬁc Mﬂ‘l.--\’f;‘--?

We are in need of ushers for the
weekend masses. Any healthy person
who is not in a high-risk category,
please contact Mary Wagemann in
the office, 365-2241.

PRAYERS FOR THE MILITARY

LCDR Christopher Boehm
Major Brad Bustin
Major Meg Bustin
Capt. Dan Collini

Sgt. John Cobb
CPO Matt Culver USN-SEAL 6
E4 Cody Griffy
E7 M/Sgt. Amanda Hammond
E4 Aaron Helms
Major Michael Lucky
1st Sgt. Christopher Metz
1st Lt. Thomas Nelson
SPC Austin Nye
Jayson D. Osborne (Air Force)
CW4 Kent Rackers
A1C Logan J. Rackers
Tech. Sgt. Kevin Reilly
S/Sgt. Adam Rentsch
S/Sgt. Daniel E Reynolds
SPC Chris Riley
SPC John M. Schneider
1st Lt. Adam H. Still
Sgt. Justin C. Thomas
S/Sgt. Matthew Willis
LCDR Tony Wolfe
Lt. Nicholas Zahn
A1C Jacob Zahn

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!

Please inform the office if there are
any changes from active duty. If a
name is on this list, please make
sure that Gary and Karen Chaput

have the information to post on our

wall of honor.

If you and your family would like to present the gifts for the offertory procession during the weekend Masses, please sign up in the blue binder
located at the Welcome Center. This would be a wonderful way to commemorate a birthday, anniversary or other special occasion.



Chair: Deacon Jim Hankins

Call the office to join us at the
next Zoom meeting on
Thursday, Dec. 10th at 6 pm.

The Social Concerns Commission
includes the following ministries:
To families
To the community
To the poor
To the oppressed
For protecting life
Of hospitality & fellowship
Of health & well-being.

] : ™ '
ADVENT GIVING TREE - Update
Our Lady of the Lake Parish
would like to thank all those
parishioners, Commissions,
Wednesday Morning Sewing Group,
Knights of Columbus, and Lady
Knights for their outstanding
support.

All the ornaments were taken!

You can begin to return wrapped
gifts at the entrance of the Church
under/by the Advent Tree.

All wrapped gifts need to
be returned No Later Than 6
December 2020.

Again, thank you all so much
for bringing the Joy of Christmas
through the Spirit of the newborn
Christ Child!

Our Lady of the Lake Book Club’s

Next Meeting will be

December 15th, Tuesday

We will have our next in—-person
(social distanced) meeting at the
Church Fellowship Hall. We will
be discussing the book, The Robe
by Lloyd C Douglas. ALL ARE
WELCOMED! Questions please call
Lusica - 915-490-5765.

HOPE HOUSE

Bring your CAN
to Church.

S—
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Please remember to bring your
unused, nonperishable, non-expired
food donation each week.

Week of November 29th:
12 Bags, 34 Cans, 39 Misc.

Please No Egg Cartons

“Our Lady” Volunteers next
scheduled work day is
ANY day you can help!
Sign up by calling 365-0099
(ask for store manager).
More info:
www.hopehouseofmillercounty.org
To learn more contact:
573-365-0099
or
www.hopehouseofmillercounty.org

d |
Immaculate Heart of Mary, we
entrust ourselves to you, Health of
the Sick.

At the foot of the Cross, you
participated in Jesus’ pain, with
steadfast faith.

Patroness of the Diocese of
Jefferson City, you know what we
need.

We are certain of the power of
your intercession, so that, as you
did at Cana of Galilee, joy and
feasting might return after this
moment of trial.

Help us, Mother of Divine
Love, to conform ourselves to the
Father’s will and to do what Jesus
tells us.

He who taught us to “love one
another, as | have loved you” took
our sufferings upon Himself and
bore our sorrows to bring us,
through the Cross, to the joy of the
Resurrection.

Bring under your mantel of
protection all who provide care
for the sick and minister to their
needs, as your Son implores us to
do for one another.

V. We seek refuge under your
protection, O Holy Mother of God.

R. Do not despise our pleas and
deliver us from every danger, O
glorious and blessed Virgin. Amen.

Want to know all the happenings around the Diocese of Jefferson City? Visit the newly designed website: https://diojeffcity.org
Under News & Events, you can click on the Monday Morning Memo which gives you all kinds of information on events and important notices.



It is time to clear our heads and
take a little quiz. If | asked you what
is a Fiat, what would you say? Many
of us would say, it is a car! Yes, you
are correct. Fiat is an Italian made car
which many of us have either seen or
heard about. Now, if | asked you in
the scriptural sense, what is a “fiat”
what would you think or even say?
“Fiat” is a Latin word that in English
means “let it be done to me”.

God has always spoken with the
men and women whom he created.
He revealed himself to Adam and Eve
so that they might know Him and
enjoy fellowship with Him. Their fall
shows how sin separates us from
God. Even though our first parents
were disobedient, God did not stop
speaking to his faithful and allow his
plan for creation to be abandoned.
God spoke his words of promise
to reverse the consequences of sin
and ensured that the offspring of a
woman (Mary) would defeat Satan (Gn
3:15).

After the fall of Adam and Eve,
civilization longed for and anticipated
a savior. As indicated, God continued
to speak to his chosen people
through the patriarchs and prophets
of Israel. God repeatedly renewed his
promise for a savior. That promise
for a savior is finally at hand. God
enters into a conversation with Mary
of Nazareth through the Archangel
Gabriel.

God singles out a young Jewish
woman, Mary - who was born without
original sin. Gabriel’s words to her

are, “Hail, full of grace the Lord is with
you” (Lk 1:28). Through Gabriel, God
makes a momentous request of her,
to bear the “Son of the Most High”
(Lk1:31-32). Mary’s question, “How
can this be, since | have no husband?”
(Lk 1:34), is a way of Mary expressing
a willingness to grasp something holy
and mysterious. Gabriel offers Mary
no physiological explanation because
Jesus is to be conceived in a way that
surpasses nature, the Incarnation.
Through the Incarnation, the Holy
Spirit comes upon Mary, overshadows
her, where she conceives a child, to
be born who will be called Holy, the
Son of God. This was God’s plan that
his creation would not be abandoned.
It was now up to Mary to freely accept
God’s request.

In those few moments, Mary’s very
future is being unveiled for her. God
has asked her to be the mother of
Israel’s Messiah! Mary, the Blessed
Virgin, had to open her heart with
amazing faith! A whole civilization,
past/present/future, awaited her
response! With understanding little,
Mary made a total gift of herself!
“Behold, | am the handmaid of the
Lord; let it be (done) to me according
to your word” (Lk 1:38). These words
uttered by Mary are what in the Litur-
gical sense is called - The great FIAT!

Mary’s fiat was not a “one-time
only” consent! It became a constant
over the days and years ahead. That
first “fiat” initially opened her to be
the recipient of God’s word becoming
flesh, making its home in her. Mary

CATHOLIC QUESTIONS

bears the Word of God in the flesh
that carries her forward in unwavering
faith and obedience.

Mary’s “Fiat”, let it be done to
me, said yes to God in Nazareth,
and to a whole civilization that was
awaiting the Messiah. It expressed in
an instant, Mary’s response to God’s
ultimate plan for the redemption of
the world and her essential role in
it. Through her selfless “yes”, Mary
became the model of faith, gener-
osity, and complete conformity to
God’s holy will. Her example offers
us strength to follow God’s will in our
own lives when we are asked! Fiat -
“let it be done to me” through Christ
our Lord!

Blessings - Dcn Jim

What do you want to know about the Catholic Faith?

Is there a question about the Mass that has been nagging you?

Have you ever wondered what is the reasoning behind our traditions?

Deacon Paul Poulter is writing blogs on the website to answer just these types of questions. He asks that you call him

with your questions at:
573-378-9220.

R

;Esta usted o un miembro de su familia enfermo, en el hospital o confinado en su hogar y le gustaria ser incluido en la Oracion de los Fieles en la
Misa o en el boletin? Comuniquese con la oficina al 365-2241 o envie un correo electrénico a ourladylake@sbcglobal.com. Los nombres apareceran
en la lista durante algunas semanas, a menos que se notifique a la oficina que se necesita una oracién continua.



continued from front cover

upon ourselves. It just so happens
that New Orleans is a port city that

is mostly below sea level. The water
and sun and the amazing culture of
that city is a result of its geography
as much as anything. We build on the
edge of disaster and think we can
turn back the tide of nature.

There still is that question: why
do the innocent suffer? Why are so
many children born into misery and
poverty?

On that day in class, | apologized
for not having a complete answer,
giving the time constraints. In the
end, the only answer | can provide
is my own life. | think the answer to
suffering has been given to us all. We
have the power to love, to be with
others in their sorrows. The suffering
of this world is the great opening to
greater solidarity. Suffering is the call
and compassion is the response.

This leads me to the Advent
season. Last Sunday’s first reading
raises the very question of God’s
goodness and human suffering.
Isaiah cries out, “Why do you let us
wander, O LORD, from your ways,
and harden our hearts so that we
fear you not?” We begin the season of
Incarnation with the question why?

Perhaps one way of dealing with
this question is simply to ask our
parents the same question. “Mom
and dad, why did you bring me into
the world knowing that | would be a
helpless baby, prone to all kinds of
diseases and pain?” Why do people
have children at all, knowing that
they are going to die some day? Once
| asked my mother what she felt
about having six children and two
miscarriages. Was she happy that she
had so many children? She told me
without hesitation, “Of course. Every
child is a blessing from God, and |

promised to love each of them that
He gave me.”

Human reason can’t make
sense of childbirth. From a human,
practical point of view, no one
should bring new life into the world
knowing that there is any potential
for pain and suffering. That is why
our modern world has turned its
back on the fundamental gift of life.
We have lost a vision of the goodness
of creation and human life. We are
unwilling to risk the pain that comes
from loving, or we are unwilling to
give up our pleasure and comfort,
knowing that a child demands of us a
sacrifice.

The greatest tragedy is that we
have a culture that advocates for the
destruction of unborn children , but
the biggest holiday of the entire year
is supposed to celebrate the birth of
a child.

This is the answer God gave: God
takes on the vulnerable flesh of a
baby, a flesh no less vulnerable years
later at the crucifixion. God takes on
the helplessness of human nature
and dares us to love him in return.
That which brings us the most
dignity, that we become co-creators
with God in bringing new life into the
world, becomes the very measure
of God’s love for us and thus the
measure of our love for God.

This, then is the great mystery of
the Incarnation. Suffering, vulner-
ability, sorrow—these are tests to
faith, but they are also the tests
of love. Can we love another, even
though it opens our heart to the pain
of love? Can we give freely without
expecting anything in return—sacri-
ficing for the good of another? This
is the reason for Incarnation. God is
not asking of us anything but what
He was willing to suffer first.

La Novena a Nuestra
Senora de Guadalupe

Miércoles 3 de diciembre -
sabado 12 de diciembre

7:00 PM en la iglesia
(6:00 PM martes)

Our Lady of the Lake,
Lake Ozark, Missouri

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

1

Contacto: Ethan Perez

ORACIONES PARA LA
RECUPERACION

Que ellos depositen su confianza
en el Sefior Jesucristo:

Tim McDermott, Elijah Torres,
Adam Hinrichs, Debra Ehlers, Dennis
Wedding, Tom Ranft, Don Koch,

Gail Knoll, Dianne Richardson,

Tim McDermott, Tretch Lawrence,
Kathy Deniston, Mary Burke, Clark
Gruninger, Pat Caswell, Jack Ketterer,
Dr. Robert Mason, Lucille Needham,
Kitty McCarthy.

ADVIENTO

Los folletos de reflexion sobre
el advenimiento de La Palabra entre
nosotros estan disponibles en la
entrada de la iglesia a partir de este
fin de semana. Estos incluyen las
lecturas para todas las misas del 29
de noviembre al 31 de diciembre.
Recoge el tuyo hoy.

gt
nuel 15,1,

| \0 Come, Emmal
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COMIDAS COMPASIVAS

Si usted o alguien que conoce
esta enfermo, confinado en su hogar
0 un nuevo padre y podria usar una
comida casera, comuniquese con la
oficina al 573-365-2241. Por favor
solicite espafol si es necesario.

SIGUENOS EN FACEBOOK
Nuestra Sefiora del Lago Iglesia
Catdlica



