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WELCOME

We extend a warm welcome to
all our guests and visitors who have
graced us with their presence at
today’s liturgy. We hope that you feel
at home here; please let us know if
we can be of any assistance while
you are with us.

E LAKE CATHOLIC CHURCH

2411 Bagnell Dam Blvd

Lake Ozark, MO 65049
Phone: 573.365.2241
Email: ourladylake@sbcglobal.net

Website: ourladylake.diojeffcity.org

Sunday,January 10, 2021
The Baptism of the Lord

We envision a church where Jesus
Christ is proclaimed in a way that
when parishioners are gathered, all
may encounter the Living Word in
their midst.

The Manifestation of God in Jesus Christ
by Msgr. Marion Makarewicz

A few weeks ago at the start of
Advent, | spoke about one of the
fundamental aspects of the poetry
of the Scriptures, parallelism. When
we pay attention to parallelism in the
Word of God, we recognize that it is
not just the individual words which
carry meaning. Sense doesn’t come
with just aggregating to words in a
phrase or a sentence. The two line
structure of meaning most frequently
found with another two lines of
meaning makes up a four-line verse
which is a nice unit of sense easy to
remember and understand.

This fundamental structure of
meaning isn’t just confined to the
poetry of the Psalms or the songs
of the prophets. The more prosaic
narratives of the Old and New Testa-
ments illustrate this structure such
as in the first chapter of the Gospel
of John which we read on Christmas
Day. The entire chapter is a compli-
cated structure of parallels in paren-
thetical steps that intersect in the
one, central theological point of the
Chapter: “and the Word became
flesh and made his dwelling among
us.”

John is not alone in using parallels
to teach of the Incarnation. Both
Matthew and Luke illustrate paral-
lelism in their own nativity narra-
tives. However, there is something

HEARING IMPAIRED MISA EN ESPANOL

For those with moderate hearing
difficulties, hearing assistance units
are available in the Fellowship Hall
behind the Sanctuary. Please ask an
usher if you need one.

REG
Parish Office Hours:

Todos los domingos a las 6:00 pm.
La reconciliacion es el sdbado de
4:00 pm a 4:50 pm, domingo de

5:30 pm a 5:50 pm, o con cita.

Por favor, consulte este folleto para

las noticias en espariol.

ULAR MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday: 5:00 pm, Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am, & 6:00 pm in Spanish

No Daily Mass on Monday

more at work than just technique

in these three distinct stories about
the identity of Jesus Christ. As they
are origin stories, we must recall the
great origin story that is found at
the beginning of the Bible in the first
chapter of Genesis. The first creation
story in Genesis 1 uses parallelism
to show that the places of creation,
sea, air, and land, each has its proper
creatures.

The well-ordered days of creation
finish with the final creature: man. There
is distinctiveness about the creation of
man. Whereas the fish belong in the
sea, the birds in the sky, and the animals
go about on the land—the order and
appropriateness of place and means
of motion—a distinctive feature of the

continued on last page

For those seeking employment;
that through the intercession
of St. Joseph the Worker, they

may find dignified work in
supporting themselves and their
family.
Para quienes buscan empleo;
gue por intercesion de San José
Obrero, puedan encontrar un

Monday - Friday
8:00 am - 4:30 pm

Tuesday at 8 am, Wednesday at 6 pm
Thursday and Friday at 8:00 am
Reconciliation is Saturday 4:00 pm - 4:50 pm,
Sunday 5:30 pm - 5:50 pm, or by appointment

trabajo digno para mantenerse
a si mismos y a su familia.




MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday January 9 5:00 pm  Vigil Mass Jim & Jimmy Phillips
Sunday January 10 10:00 am The Baptism of the Lord Ruth Hermann
Domingo January 10 6:00 pm  El Bautismo del Sefior Parishioners
Monday January 11 No Mass  St. Theodosius the Cenobiarch

Tuesday January 12 8:00 am  St. Marguerite Bourgeoys James Cooney
Wednesday January 13 6:00 pm  St. Hilary of Poitiers Russ Russell
Thursday January 14 8:00 am  St. Felix of Nola Jack Callahan
Friday January 15 8:00 am  St. Paul the Hermit Richard Daly
Saturday January 16 5:00 pm  Vigil Mass Rudolph Majkut
Sunday January 17 10:00 am second Sunday in Ordinary time John Heinz
Domingo January 17 6:00 pm  Segunda del Tiempo Ordinario Parishioners

READINGS FOR THE WEEK WEEKLY PARISH SCHEDULE

December 27, 2020 and

Jan 3, 2021 SUNDAY MONDAY, JANUARY 11
Envelopes: $ TBD 1st Reading - IS 55:1-11 E-LEARNING | 8:00 am -3:00 pm
P 2nd Reading -1 JN 5;1-9 K of C Planning Meeting | 7:00 pm
Loose: $ TBD Gospel - MK 1:7-11
Total: $ TBD MONDAY TUESDAYDAY, JANUARY 12
I'st Reading - HEB 1:1-6 Mass in Church & Online | 8:00 am
Last Year: $ 7,058 Psalm -97:1 and 2b, 6 and 7¢, 9 Rosary | 8:45 am
Gospel -MK 1:14-20 Book Clubl| 6:00 pm
TUESDAY WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13
1st Reading - HEB 2:5-12 Wednesday Workshop | 9:00 am
Psalm -8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9 Adoration and Taize | 5:00 pm
Gospel -Mk 1:21-28 Mass in Church & Online | 6:00 pm
THANK YOU PSR R2 | 6:45 pm
WEDNESDAY
1st Reading - Heb 2:14-18 THURSDAY, JANUARY 14
Psalm &on;]gs_:]n;é'ﬁ;g'_gé?’ 8-9 Mass in Church & Online | 8:00 am
Q P ' Social Concerns Committee| 6:00 pm
. THURDAY
Catholic st Reading - Heb 3:7-14 FRIDAY, JANUARY 15
SN PN _ Psalm - 95:6-7c, 8-9, 10-11 Mass in Church & Online | 8:00 am
Our Lady of the Lake Parish Gospel = Mk 1:40-45 Adoration | 8:30 to 1:00 pm
Parish Goal: $31,000.00 FRIDAY SATURDAY, JANUARY 16
Total Committed: $24,297 oSt Reading Heb &:1°5, 11 Reconciliation | 4:00 pm
Total Received:  $17,862 Gospel - Mk 2:1-12 Mass in Church | 5:00 pm
SUNDAY, JANUARY 17
ADMINISTRATION SATURDAY Mass in Church & Online | 10:00 am
1st Reading - Heb 4:12-16 Confirmation B | 4:30 pm
- Psalm - 19:8,9, 10, 15 :
Chair: Bob Cotter Gospel -Mk 2:13-17 Reconciliation | 5:30 pm
The Administration Commission Misa en Iglesia'y Online | 6:00 pm
meeting will be via ZOOM on SUNDAY High School | 6:15 pm
Thursday, January 21st. Everyone Ist Reading - 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 191
is invited, and if you wish to join, Psalm - Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10

2nd Reading - 1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20

please call the Parish office and give
Gospel - Jn 1:35-42

them your email so that an invitation
can be sent to you.

We are grateful for your support of our church. Online Giving allows you to make contributions to our church without having to write checks or worry



Contact: Gary Chaput

Thank you!

The Rose is the
symbol for Life

Thank you to all
those who supported
and donated to
the Roses for Life
Program last weekend
January 2nd-3rd,
2021. By signing the
sheets of paper and
returning them to
each of our elected
State Representa-
tives for the state
of Missouri it shows
our strong Pro-Life
commitment.

Please continue
to pray the Rosary
to end abortion and
to give your moral
support to those
people going to the
March for Life in D.C.
and the Mid-West
March for Life in
Jefferson City.

Winners of The Kr_li.g-hts of Columbus
50/50 Drawing December 18th,
2020.

The total amount of the Knights
of Columbus 50/50 Drawing on
December 18, 2020 was $1,345.00.
Monsignor Makarewicz drew the
three winning tickets. Congratula-
tions to the winners and thanks for
everyone’s support this year.

1st Place Winner
(Amount is $336.25)
Mike Henze

2nd place Winner
(Amount is $201.75)
Victoria Sucher

3rd place Winner
(Amount is $134.50)
Nancy Callahan

ourladylake.diojeffcity.org/
knights—of-
columbus/

PARISHIONER NEWS

Flowers at altar
are of in Memory
of Jim and Jimmy

Phillips

Please extend a warm welcome
to the following new members
of
Our Lady of the Lake:

Bob and Marty Friedman

The email address:
ourladylake@sbcglobal.net
is no longer active.

If you need to reach Mary, please use

her new email address:
mary@ourladylakeozark.org.

Are you or a family member ill, in the hospital, or homebound and would like to be included in the Prayers of the Faithful at Mass, on the Prayer
Chain, or in the bulletin? Please contact the office at 365-22410r email ourladylake@sbcglobal.com.
Names will be listed for one month unless the office is notified that continued prayer is needed.




EDUCATION COMMISSION
Chair: Linda Adams

NOTES FROM VICKI

Dear Friends in Christ!

The New Year is here....finally, and | have made a resolution to ask myself each day, “What have | done for God
today?” It makes me feel happy just to know this will make me deliberate in my outward relationship with Christ and
feel the peace and calm His grace always brings. Admittedly, | am not always completely engaged when working, and
sometimes not even during my prayers. As with everyone | know, there are always so many distractions, but | must do
better to clear everything from my mind except God’s voice in my thoughts, prayers and actions. | am sure this will be
another tool to help me along this path.

Now | ask, “What have YOU done for God today?” It is never too late to make New Year’s resolutions! If all of us put a
sticky note on our bathroom mirrors asking ourselves each morning and night how we can console God with an act of
kindness, a heartfelt prayer or assistance for someone in need or a listening ear tuned to God’s Word, then He would
see we love and appreciate all our blessings. Like any good parent, He wants to know He is needed, respected and loved
so He can be free with rewards and blessings.

As PSR kicks back into gear, please contact those who may not be attending and ask them if they need a ride or
would just like to get back to God’s House. We have not been a Covid spreader and are following safe practices. It
is never too late to come back to class and you can contact teachers at the links in the table below for instructions
and rotation schedules. Believe me, we miss everyone who isn’t attending this year, but understand the threats
associated with this hideous pandemic. Keep in mind that all classroom materials are now available on the website,
PSR Main Page, that you can access at home to stay caught up!

May God Bless and Keep You! Vicki

P.S. It is imperative that PARENTS sign up for a VIRTUS session listed below. Children up to age 18 are given tools
and empowerment to know when they are at risk and how to deal with an unsafe environment.

PSR
GRADES K-6
WEDNESDAYS

6:45 PM

CONFIRMATION
GRADES 7-8
SUNDAYS
4:30 PM

HIGH SCHOOL
GRADES 9-12
SUNDAYS
6:15 PM

Jan 6: Week A:
Jan 13: Week B
Jan 20: Week A

Jan 20: Parent VIRTUS Session
#1: 7:00 - 8:00 PM, “Touching

Safety” Refreshments

provided or bring your own!

Stay on normal rotations. Contact

your teacher if you are not sure about
attendance dates https://ourladylake.
diojeffcity.org/wp-content/uploads/
sites/25/2020/12/PSR-Link-Table.pdf
PSR K-6 CALENDAR: https://ourladylake.
diojeffcity.org/revised-psr-grades-k-6-
2020-2021-rotations-calendar/

Jan 10: Lesson 8 -
Jan 24: Lesson 9 -

Jan 31: Lesson 10-11 -

Group B
All Students (Catholic 101)
Group A CONFIRMATION CALENDAR:

https://ourladylake.diojeffcity.org/
wp-content/uploads/sites/25/2020/09/
Confirmation-Schedule-Revised-Sep-11.pdf

Jan 10: Vocations

Deacon Jim and Lusica

Hankins

*Further class dates to be deter-
mined by attending students. Bring
calendars and parent calendars
with you to class

—-All students grades 9-12 Attend
when you can!

SAFE TOUCHING TRAINING EAREUIEIaAPA0
SESSIONS FOR PARENTS #2 Feb 17
*BESTGEN HALL #3 March 10
7:00 - 8:00 PM

--Required by the Diocese as an
extension of VIRTUS training.
—--Sessions limited to 15 attendees
—--0One or both parents may attend

During PSR Time to receive materials to use at home

Bulletin announcements should be into the office by Thursday at noon for publication in that weekend’s bulletin.



EDUCATION COMMISSION

Chair: Linda Adams

The next Education Commission
will meet Thursday, Febuary 4th
at 6:00 pm online or in person in
Bestgen Hall.

Please contact Kelly in the
office if you would like to attend
and have not received the online
invitation.

GETTING CLOSER TO GOD:

Catechesis means “to
teach” and the Catechism
of the Catholic Church
‘is inspired by the great
tradition of catechisms
which builds catechesis
on Four Pillars.” Those
pillars are (1. The
Baptismal profession
of faith (The Creed), (2.
The Sacraments of Faith,
(3. The Life of Faith (10
Commandments) and (4.
the prayer of the believer
(The Lord’s Prayer)

*1997, Catechism of the
Catholic Church for the United
States of America @1994, United
States Catholic Conference, Inc.:
Libreria Editrice Vaticana.

Chair: Annette Miller

The next Worship Commission
meeting will be Tuesday, January
26th at 6:30 pm online. We are
always looking for members with a
heart for helping with the liturgy,
prayer, liturgical formation, or art
and environment. Please call the
office to join us.

Prayer & Music

We will have Taize Prayer on
Wednesday, January 13, 2021
during Adoration from 5:00 - 6:00
pm. All are welcome to attend.
Worship aids will be available on
your phones for participation. For
those who wish to participate at
home, Taize Prayer will be lives-
treamed.

For any questions, please
contact Steve Jannetti at
573-365-2241.

PRAYERS FOR RECOVERY

— -

May they place their trust and
confidence in the Lord Jesus Christ:

Melodi Graessle, Kelly Hamrin,
Gordon Russel, Joseph Schut-
zenhofer, Gunther Skaletz, Claire
Jannetti, Paul Schoessler, Tim
McDermott, Elijah Torres, Adam
Hinrichs, Debra Ehlers, Dennis
Wedding, Tom Ranft, Don Koch,
Dianne Richardson, Tretch Lawrence,
Kathy Deniston, Mary Burke, Clark
Gruninger, Pat Caswell, Jack Ketterer,
Dr. Robert Mason, Lucille Needham,
Kitty McCarthy.

PRAYERS FOR THE MILITARY

LCDR Christopher Boehm
Major Brad Bustin
Major Meg Bustin
Capt. Dan Collini

Sgt. John Cobb
CPO Matt Culver USN-SEAL 6
E4 Cody Griffy
E7 M/Sgt. Amanda Hammond
E4 Aaron Helms
Major Michael Lucky
1st Sgt. Christopher Metz
1st Lt. Thomas Nelson
SPC Austin Nye
Jayson D. Osborne (Air Force)
CW4 Kent Rackers
A1C Logan J. Rackers
Tech. Sgt. Kevin Reilly
S/Sgt. Adam Rentsch
S/Sgt. Daniel E Reynolds
SPC Chris Riley
SPC John M. Schneider
1st Lt. Adam H. Still
Sgt. Justin C. Thomas
S/Sgt. Matthew Willis
LCDR Tony Wolfe
Lt. Nicholas Zahn
A1C Jacob Zahn

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!

If you and your family would like to present the gifts for the offertory procession during the weekend Masses, please sign up in the blue binder
located at the Welcome Center. This would be a wonderful way to commemorate a birthday, anniversary or other special occasion.



SOCIAL CONCERNS

Chair: Deacon Jim Hankins

HOPE HOUSE

It's that time of year again when
we find ourselves stretched like a
rubber band in trying to meet all
the needs of our communities. It
is especially difficult in our Food
Pantry because there are times when
a volunteer may be required to be
able to lift 40-50 Ibs as in a case of
sugar or other weighty items. So this
plea for volunteers is directed more
toward the men out there.

It's that time of year again . ..
but this year is worse than most
due to two factors: First, COVID,
for all the reasons we hear about
daily. Secondly, our work force
shrank but the needs of the commu-
hities increased. That's not a good
equation.

So we really really need some
volunteers back in the Food Pantry.
Our request is mainly for men
because of the lifting requirements
but does not mean "only" men.
Ladies if you can handle lifting of
cases of food from time to time . . .
then come on down.

PLEASE contact Sharon, our
Food Services Director at 573-365-
0099. Sharon will be happy to sign
you up for whatever time you may
be able to spare and answer any
questions you have.

We know that God will provide the
help we need, perhaps it will be you
He is using.

Thanks to all our volunteers for
everything they do for the glory of
God's Kingdom.

"~ Bring your CAN
~ to Church.

Call the office to join us at the
next Zoom meeting on
Thursday, Jan 14th at 6 pm.

The Social Concerns Commission
includes the following ministries:
To families
To the community
To the poor
To the oppressed
For protecting life
Of hospitality & fellowship
Of health & well-being.

Please remember to bring your
unused, nonperishable, non-expired
food donation each week.

Periods December 24th Thru January
1st:
14 Bags, 48 Cans, 26 Misc.

Plastic & Paper Bags are needed.
Please No Egg Cartons

“Our Lady” Volunteers next
scheduled work day is
ANY day you can help!

Sign up by calling 365-0099
(ask for store manager).
More info:
www.hopehouseofmillercounty.org
To learn more contact:
573-365-0099
or
www.hopehouseofmillercounty.org

Join us every Wednesday orning

Our Lady of the Lake Book Club
Next Meeting will be:

January 12, Tuesday

We will have our next in-person
(social distanced) meeting at the
Church Fellowship Hall.

We will be discussing the book,
The Rent Collector
by Camron Wright.

ALL ARE WELCOMED!
Questions please call Lusica -
915-490-5765.

Tri County YMCA of the
Ozarks

950 Airport Road

Osage Beach, MO 65065

from 8:30 - noon to cut, iron, stuff,
sew, stamp, stitch, and draw. We
meet in Bestgen Hall, first room on
the left.

Masks will be required when
moving around the hall and social
distancing must be observed.

If you have any questions, contact
Vivian Petro at 309-824-5626.

01/14/2021 | 02:00 PM -
06:00 PM

Note: All blood donations
tested for COVID-19
antibodies!

Want to know all the happenings around the Diocese of Jefferson City? Visit the newly designed website: https://diojeffcity.org
Under News & Events, you can click on the Monday Morning Memo which gives you all kinds of information on events and important notices.



What is the Epiphany? The
Epiphany celebrates the revelation of
God incarnate as Jesus Christ in which
there are three: Jesus’ birth with the
shepherds worshiping him; the Magi’s
visit to do homage to the newborn
King; and Jesus’ baptism.

It was the Christ star that led the
Shepherds and the Magi to Jesus
where they did him homage. These
events in the Gospel always reminded
me when | was in Second grade at
Our Savior’s Grade School in Jackson-
ville, Illinois. Our Savior’s was taught
by Dominican Sisters with Sister
Noel as my second-grade teacher.
| can vividly remember her asking
us questions from our Baltimore
Catechism. She would call on us, we
would have to stand and recite the
answer as she would be right next
to us with her stamp and stamp pad
to give us some stars in our book
based on our answer. My question
that day! What did the star say to
the Shepherds and the Magi? Holy
cow! What a question to ask a second
grader. | do not remember reading
or discussing this in class or at home.
Somehow, | have come to believe the
Holy Spirit whispered in my ear as |
remember very slowly saying “The
Star said Come Follow Me!” Bingo!!
Sister Noel was so impressed with
my answer that the stamps started
to fly and by the time she was done
the entire page was covered with
stars. | think | even had a few on my
forehead!

Today, we come to the end of
the Christmas season. We are also
witnessing the third great ‘epiphany’
or showing of God in the human
person of Jesus.

Let us fast forward 30 years for the
third epiphany. Jesus is now an adult.
We are at the banks of the River
Jordan somewhere north of Jerusalem
where John the Baptist, a cousin of
Jesus, is living out in the desert. He
has made a name for himself as a
man of God where large numbers
come out to hear and be influenced
by his teachings. John is a bright star
proclaiming a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins by water.
John’s act of baptism with repentance
requires an inner change. Repentance
is metanoia (metanoia) in Greek that
implies a change in the way we look at
the meaning and purpose of life and
how we live that life. It calls for much
more than just ‘repentance’ which
we normally understand as ‘being
sorry’ for something we have done. It
calls for a total restructuring of one’s
attitude of forgiveness for sinful or
hurtful behavior such as, “will you
forgive me” vs “l am sorry”.

In St. John’s Gospel, Jesus walks
towards John the Baptist. John says,
“Behold the Lamb of God, who takes
away the sin of the world” (Jn 1:29).
Jesus needs no repentance but came
to be baptized and be identified with
sinful humanity. A sinful humanity
that needs repentance of more than
just being sorry, but one of “Father,
will you forgive me”. We affirm Jesus
sharing in our humanity at each Mass
during the preparation of the gifts.

As the water and wine are mixed,

the priest or assisting deacon quietly
says, “by the mystery of this water
and wine, may we share in the divinity
of Christ who humbled himself to
share in our humanity.” The divinity
of Jesus to share in our humanity

and show us the way to repentance,

to forgiveness through baptism with
receiving the Holy Spirit.

And, in sharing with our humanity,
we see the Christ Child’s star rising
and becoming brighter and more
spiritual at Jesus’ birth, the visiting of
the Magi and at His baptism.

Many times, we ask God for a sign
and need to be ready and unafraid
to follow it. One sign is the Christ’s
Child star bringing repentance and
forgiveness by the Holy Spirit in
following Jesus.

Come Follow Me - the Christ
Child’s star was present at His Holy
birth and led the shepherds, guided
the Magi, and preceded Jesus to be
baptized by John. And it is through
following that star to Jesus that a
second grader in Sister Noel’s class,
and all of us today, being sealed with
the Holy Spirit through our baptism,
may share in the divinity of Christ
who humbled himself to share in our
humanity. May Christ’s brilliant star
always lead us to Him and never fade
from our hearts. Blessings - Dcn Jim

What do you want to know about the Catholic Faith?

Is there a question about the Mass that has been nagging you?

Have you ever wondered what is the reasoning behind our traditions?

Deacon Paul Poulter is writing blogs on the website to answer just these types of questions. He asks that you call him

with your questions at:
573-378-9220.

¢Esta usted o un miembro de su familia enfermo, en el hospital o confinado en su hogar y le gustaria ser incluido en la Oracién de los Fieles en la
Misa o en el boletin? Comuniquese con la oficina al 365-2241 o envie un correo electronico a ourladylake@sbcglobal.com. Los nombres apareceran
en la lista durante algunas semanas, a menos que se notifique a la oficina que se necesita una oracion continua.



continued from front cover

creation of man is that we are created

in the image and likeness of God. And
whereas the other living creatures find
their appropriate action in the place
where they are found, human beings
fulfill their created purpose by bearing
the image of God in what is their proper
action: to rule over all of creation as
God’s stewards and representatives.

It is important to recall some of the
specifics about the first creation story in
Genesis. So often we strip the creation
story of its beauty and power, simpli-
fying the Scriptures to make a compelling
argument for the existence of God. The
existence of God then becomes a logic
problem: creation exists; therefore
there must be a creator. But we need to
remember that the story of creation is
told not primarily to prove the existence
of God. While there are passages in the
Old Testament that refer to those who
think that God doesn’t exist, that isn’t
the primary concern. The Hebrew Scrip-
tures are meant to teach the world that
there is only one God. This is the God
of creation, the God of the children of
Abraham, and the God of the people
of Israel. And though the other nations
might not recognize the fact, the God of
revelation is the God of all the nations.
This is one of the primary teachings of
the Epiphany. Jesus Christ is light to rule
over all the nations, just as the sun was
made to rule over the day and the moon
to rule over the night.

So let’s go back to the original
question, when Genesis 1:26 says that
we are made in the image and likeness
of God. What about God is being referred
to? From a literary point of view, we
need to understand that the normal
way of interpreting a pair of words like
“image and likeness” would be to see that
the first word states the point and the
second word of the couplet confirms the
first meaning, without intending to add
specificity. So on a basic level, the words
“image” and “likeness” are synonyms.

But interpretation isn’t just trying to
uncover the original intent of the author.
All words of Scripture have meaning
in the context of the interpreting
community and especially in the tradition
of the Church. The saints have puzzled
over these two words and rightly so. The
fundamental dignity of human beings,
aside from the inherent dignity of being
a creation of God, rests in our likeness to
God. Saint Thomas Aquinas represents
the tradition well by seeing our rational
faculty as being what makes us most in
the image of God and our capacity to do
good, our moral faculty, is what makes
us like God. Saint Thomas sees these two
words as giving distinction and difference

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
I Our Lady of the Lake,
Lake Ozark, Missouri

to who we are as created in God’s image
and likeness. Most of us would agree with
Aquinas that our capacities to reason and to
do good seem like the most divine attri-
butes we share with God.

One sure path through the difficulties
of understanding Scripture is simply to
see how the Scripture refers to itself. An
example of this is how the second part of
the Book of Isaiah casts the return from
Exile in terms of a New Exodus. The New
Testament authors see the entire Christ
event in terms of a fulfillment of the words
of the Old Testament. This follows Christ
himself as he explains his mission in terms
of the prophecies of old. So there can be no
understanding of a New Covenant without
understanding the Old Covenant.

Scripture itself is then our best teacher
when we read Paul’s letter to the Colos-
sians 1:15 “he is the image of the invisible
God, the firstborn of all creation.” Paul
is most likely quoting an early Christian
liturgical hymn to Christ. With this passage,
Paul connects the creation of humanity in
the image and likeness of God to the new
creation of baptism whereby we share in the
inheritance of Christ, the Son and visible
image of God the Father.

And this is why we celebrate the Baptism
of the Lord as the culmination of the Season
of the Incarnation. In Christ’s baptism in
the Jordan, the waters of creation become
the waters of a new creation, a creation that
does not lead to death, but leads to greatest
gift that God shares with humanity: eternal
life. At the Baptism of Our Lord, the Holy
Spirit appears visibly too and testifies to
the divine nature of Christ. This is the same
Spirit of new life that is given to all those
who join into the death and resurrection
of Christ in the Sacraments of Initiation:
the baptismal waters of new birth, the
life-giving Spirit of confirmation, and the
sharing in the Body and Blood of Christ in
the Holy Eucharist.

The Baptism of Our Lord is a wonderful
opportunity to reflect on our identity as
Christians. | am grateful in the knowledge
that | have been made in the image and
likeness of God. Reflecting on this inherent
dignity gives me hope and confidence.

But even more meaningful to me is the
awesome awareness that | have been
created anew in Jesus Christ. My baptism
was a new creation that didn’t simply
restore what was lost, but gave me an even
greater vocation and identity: being a child
of God, and adopted son of a loving
Father. In my baptism | am not just
some copy or reflection of the divine.
In the Holy Spirit | have received the
very life of God by which | am able to
manifest the perfect image of God who

is Jesus Christ.
Il

Contacto: Ethan Perez

ORACIONES PARA LA
RECUPERACION

Que ellos depositen su confianza
en el Sefior Jesucristo:

Kelly Hamrin, Gordon Russel,
Joseph Schutzenhofer, Gunther
Skaletz, Claire Jannetti, Paul
Schoessler, Tim McDermott, Elijah
Torres, Adam Hinrichs, Debra Ehlers,
Dennis Wedding, Tom Ranft, Don
Koch, Dianne Richardson, Tretch
Lawrence, Kathy Deniston, Mary
Burke, Clark Gruninger, Pat Caswell,
Jack Ketterer, Dr. Robert Mason,
Lucille Needham, Kitty McCarthy.

COMIDAS COMPASIVAS

Si usted o alguien que conoce
esta enfermo, confinado en su hogar
0 un nuevo padre y podria usar una
comida casera, comuniquese con la
oficina al 573-365-2241. Por favor
solicite espafiol si es necesario.
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CURSILLOS DE CRISTIANDAD

El Secretariado Diocesano de
Cursillos invita a todos los cursil-
listas de la didcesis a participar
de este retiro que tiene como
finalidad el crecer y fortalecer
nuestra relacién con Jesus para asi
continuar viviendo nuestro cuarto
dia con animo y esperanza.

Informes:

Oswaldo Diaz 660-829-5213

SIGUENOS EN FACEBOOK
Nuestra Sefiora del Lago Iglesia
Catdlica



