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We envision a church where Jesus 
Christ is proclaimed in a way that 

when parishioners are gathered, all 
may encounter the Living Word in 

their midst.

Parish Office Hours:
Monday - Friday

8:00 am - 4:30 pm

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday: 5:00 pm, Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am, & 6:00 pm in Spanish

No Daily Mass on Monday
Tuesday at 8 am, Wednesday at 6 pm

Thursday and Friday at 8:00 am
Reconciliation is Saturday 4:00 pm - 4:50 pm, 
Sunday 5:30 pm - 5:50 pm, or by appointment

We extend a warm welcome to 
all our guests and visitors who have 
graced us with their presence at 
today’s liturgy. We hope that you feel 
at home here; please let us know if 
we can be of any assistance while 
you are with us. 

WELCOME

HEARING IMPAIRED

For those with moderate hearing 
difficulties, hearing assistance units 
are available in the Fellowship Hall 
behind the Sanctuary. Please ask an 
usher if you need one.

continued on last page

                           

MISA EN ESPAÑOL

The other week I read a report 
on how parents come to decisions 
regarding the number of children to 
welcome into the world. Research 
suggests that decisions about numbers 
and spacing of births has a lot to do 
with child safety seating in motor 
vehicles. The cost and placement of 
infant and child seats is a significant 
factor. The researchers were examining 
the possible correlation of lowered 
fertility rates and child safety mandates 
for motor vehicles.

I had to think about this for some 
time and even checked in with a few 
families, without too much probing, 
about the dynamics of child safety 
devices in their cars. My experience 
is rather limited other than recalling 
the constant shifting and swapping of 
car seats that my mom and dad had 
to do in their role as grandparents. I 
remember my dad saying something 
about having to use mom’s car because 
his car at the time wasn’t adaptable to 
car seats. I think he was a bit relieved 
that he didn’t have the after-school 
pickup duty.

Now, I am not going to wade into 
the complicated public policy decisions 
that have given rise to this dynamic. 
I actually want to confess my naiveté 
about these things. I must inform my 
conscience, reflect and learn, about 
the competing values at play and 
the economics of child safety and 

BISHOP’S MONTHLY 
PRAYER INTENTION

For those seeking employment; For those seeking employment; 
that through the intercession that through the intercession 
of St. Joseph the Worker, they of St. Joseph the Worker, they 

may find dignified work in may find dignified work in 
supporting themselves and their supporting themselves and their 

family.family.

Para quienes buscan empleo; Para quienes buscan empleo; 
que por intercesión de San José que por intercesión de San José 
Obrero, puedan encontrar un Obrero, puedan encontrar un 

trabajo digno para mantenerse trabajo digno para mantenerse 
a sí mismos y a su familia.a sí mismos y a su familia.

Fostering a Conscience for Life 
by Msgr. Marion Makarewicz

Todos los domingos a las 6:00 pm.
La reconciliación es el sábado de 
4:00 pm a 4:50 pm, domingo de 
5:30 pm a 5:50 pm, o con cita.

Por favor, consulte este folleto para 
las noticias en español.

Sunday, January 24, 2021
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

MEETING

the fertility rate. I also must inform 
myself about how others might make 
a decision about the best way to keep 
a child safe from harm is not to have 
that child in the first place. Above all, 
I must reflect on the nature of human 
life, the miracle of our existence, and 
the dignity of the human person which 
is an immeasurable good.

My point is that decisions about 
bringing new life into the world are 
the realm of the conscience.  Making 
a decision about human life requires 
a level of engagement and under-
standing way beyond the ordinary, day 
to day choices we are faced. To have an 
informed conscience admits that there 
are decisions in our life that require 

St. John Henry Newman called the conscience 
the aboriginal Vicar of Christ.



MASS INTENTIONS

PARISH COLLECTION

January 17, 2020

Envelopes:

TBD    Loose:

TBD

Total: TBD

Last Year: $ 7,920

We are grateful for your support of our church. Online Giving allows you to make contributions to our church without having to write checks or worry 
about donations. The sit lets you set up automatic contributions and enables you to change the timing or the amount of your gift at any time. 

Go to: ourladylake.diojeffcity.org and click the Donate Now button on the top bar to sign up.

WEEKLY PARISH SCHEDULE

Jack Callahan
Deacon Wuse & Teresa Cara

Parishioners

David Frazier
Krewet & Herzog Family

Michael Lillicrap
Paul Zimmerman

Margaret & Brandon Laubenthal
Deacon Jim and Lusica

 Parishioners

Saturday	 January 23	 5:00 pm
Sunday		 January 24	 10:00 am
Domingo	 Enero 24	 6:00  pm  
Monday	 January 25	 No Mass
Tuesday	 January 26	 8:00 am
Wednesday	 January 27	 6:00 pm
Thursday	 January 28	 8:00 am
Friday		  January 29	 8:00 am
Saturday	 January 30	 5:00 pm
Sunday		 January 31	 10:00 am
Domingo	 Enero 31	 6:00 pm 

Vigil Mass
Third Sunday in Ordinary time
Segundo Domino del Tiempo Ordinario 
Conversion of St Paul the Apostle
Sts. Timothy & Titus
St. Angela Merici
St. Thomas Aquinas
St. Sarbelius
Vigil Mass
Third Sunday in Ordinary time
Tercer Domino del Tiempo Ordinario

THANK YOU

MONDAY, JANUARY 25
 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 26
Mass in Church & Online | 8:00 am

Rosary | 8:45 am
Worship Commission| 6:30 pm

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27
Wednesday Workshop | 9:00 am

Adoration & Benediction | 5:00 pm
Mass in Church & Online | 6:00 pm

PSR R1 | 6:45 pm

THURSDAY, JANUARY 28
Mass in Church & Online | 8:00 am
Administration Comm.| 5:00 pm

FRIDAY, JANUARY 29
Mass in Church & Online | 8:00 am

Adoration | 8:30 to 1:00 pm

SATURDAY, JANUARY 30
Reconciliation | 4:00 pm

Mass in Church | 5:00 pm

SUNDAY, JANUARY 31
Mass in Church & Online | 10:00am

Confirmation A | 4:30 pm
Reconciliation | 5:30 pm

Misa en Iglesia y Online | 6:00 pm

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
SUNDAY

1st Reading -  Jon 3:1-5, 10
Psalm 25:4-9

2nd Reading -1 Cor 7:29-31
Gospel - Mk 1:14-20

MONDAY
1st Reading -Acts 22:3-16

Psalm - 117:1bc, 2
Gospel - Mk 16:15-18

TUESDAY 
1st Reading -2 Tm 1:1-8
Psalm -96:1-3, 7-8a, 10

Gospel -Mk 3:31-35

WEDNESDAY 
1st Reading - Heb 10:11-18

Psalm - 110:1-4
Gospel - Mk 4:1-20

THURDAY
1st Reading -Heb 10:19-25

Psalm - 24:1-4ab, 5-6
Gospel - Mk 4:21-25

FRIDAY
1st Reading -Heb 10:32-39

Psalm - 37:3-6, 23-24, 39-40
Gospel -Mk 4:26-34

SATURDAY
1st Reading -Heb 11:1-2, 8-19

Psalm - Luke 1:69-75
Gospel -Mk 4:35-41

SUNDAY
1st Reading -  Dt 18:15-20

Psalm - 95:1-2, 6-9
2nd Reading -1 Cor 7:32-35

Gospel - Mk 1:21-28

The Administration Commission 
meeting will be via ZOOM on 
scheduled for Thursday, January 
28th at 5:00 pm. Everyone is invited, 
and if you wish to join, please call 
the Parish office and give them your 
email so that an invitation can be 
sent to you.  

ADMINISTRATION

Chair: Bob Cotter

Our Lady of the Lake Parish   

Parish Goal:		 $31,000.00
Total Committed:	 $25,642
Total Received:	 $19,057



Are you or a family member ill, in the hospital, or homebound and would like to be included in the Prayers of the Faithful at Mass, on the Prayer 
Chain,  or in the bulletin? Please contact the office at 365-2241or email ourladylake@sbcglobal.com. 

Names will be listed for one month unless the office is notified that continued prayer is needed.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

LADY KNIGHTS
Contact: Melodi Graessle

ourladylake.diojeffcity.org/
parish-life/

organizations/ladies-auxiliary-2/

Contact: Gary Chaput

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

ourladylake.diojeffcity.org/
knights-of-columbus/

PARISHIONER NEWS

Please extend a warm welcome 
to the following new members or 

Our Lady of the Lake:

Wes & Donna Wilson

Judy Murray

We pray for the repose of the 
soul of our brother in Christ, 

Tom Adams,
brother of Robert Adams

who passed away last week.

Eternal rest grant unto him, O 
Lord; and let perpetual light shine 
upon hin. May his soul, and the 

souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in 

peace.

Congratulation’s to John Akscin 
as our new Knights of Columbus 
Council 9273 Membership Director 
and Gary Kelly as a new Trustee. 
Don Koch held both positions in 
the past. Thanks to each of you for 
your commitment to our council.

Need a copy of the Diocesan 
Prayer to the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary for Protection from the 
Coronavirus?

Find it on our web page - on 
the Home Page under Latest News 
or on our Prayer & Devotion page 
(found in menus under OUR FAITH 
> WORSHIP AND PRAYER)

https://ourladylake.diojeffcity.
org/wp-content/uploads/sites 

/25/2020/11/Prayer-to-
Immaculate-Heart-of-Mary-.pdf

Join our Diocese family to 
entrust our lives to our Patroness! 

The Pregnancy Help Center is 
currently looking to fill two positions:  

Business Financial Manager

Client Services Manager

For Qualifications and Information 
Contact: 

tfabor@pregnancyhelpcenters.org or 
call 573-346-3337

Blessed Father Michael 
McGivney, Pray for us.

The Diocese of Jefferson City  is 
currently looking to fill two positions:  

 Payroll Specialist

 Director of Religious Education and 
Youth/Young Adult Ministry

For Qualifications and Information 
Contact: 

 diojeffcity.org/employment

WEB NOTES



Bulletin announcements should be into the office by Thursday at noon for publication in that weekend’s bulletin.

This week has been momentous in so many ways and I feel the anxiety all the way around from people I meet and 
work with. I am touched to the core by long faces and diminished spirits. We are called to love, regardless of what our 
perceptions may be and sometimes it is nearly impossible.  No matter what party or affiliation you may be, Luke tells 
us in Ch 6:33 that, “If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do the same 
for each other.” We cannot walk in another’s shoes or abide in their mind or heart for any length of time so we have no 
right to judge their behavior. We also have no right to exclude them because they are ‘different.’ I have learned that the 
hard way many times over when I have made wrong assumptions about another person. Truly, I now enjoy everyone I 
meet! I see them as a Child of God and it is so freeing! Sadly, sometimes I forget that and have to start all over. On the 
other hand, I don’t expect everyone to be my best friend or even welcome me with open arms, but I hope a bad day 
on my part doesn’t mean I am automatically pushed aside in the future. I don’t always drive straight…..My prayer is 
for everyone to acknowledge the fact that we are ALL Children of God and deserve the respect of reserved judgement. 
Remind me I said that as necessary.

Only God has the Master Plan and our duty lies in furthering that Plan; not hindering others in their mission and 
purpose. God made us to be exactly who we are! Our talents and gifts are unique, with no one else duplicating our 
identities. Make it a goal to say, even to yourself with a smile on your face, “I do love you as a Child of God.” You don’t 
have to understand anothers’ motivation, but pray they ARE following God’s plan for them. That way, you’re both 
covered! Blessings and Prayers! ~ Vicki

EDUCATION COMMISSION
Chair: Linda Adams

NOTES FROM VICKI

PSR 
GRADES K-6
WEDNESDAYS

6:45 PM

NOTE: ONLY 10 WEEKS LEFT, 
OR 5 SESSIONS PER GROUP

Jan 27:  Week B
Feb 3:   Week A
Feb 10: Week B
Feb 17: Week A
Feb 24: Week B

Stay on normal rotations. Contact your 
teacher if you are not sure about atten-
dance dates: https://ourladylake.
diojeffcity.org/wp-content/uploads/
sites/25/2020/12/PSR-Link-Table.pdf

PSR K-6 CALENDAR: https://ourladylake.
diojeffcity.org/revised-psr-grades-k-6-
2020-2021-rotations-calendar/

CONFIRMATION 
GRADES 7-8

SUNDAYS
4:30 PM

Jan 24 --  Lesson 9,
 BOTH Groups A & B 
Dr. Laura Nelson, SOTO 
Superintendent as our Guest 
Speaker!
4:00 pm Start time so we can 
all watch the Playoff Game!

Jan 31: Lesson 10-11, 
Group A

CONFIRMATION CALENDAR: 
https://ourladylake.diojeffcity.org/
wp-content/uploads/sites/25/2020/09/
Confirmation-Schedule-Revised-Sep-11.
pdf

Confirmation Mass on Thursday 
April 22, 2021 -- Details on the 
way this week. Talk to teachers 
and coaches ahead of time to make 
arrangements. 

HIGH SCHOOL
 GRADES 9-12

SUNDAYS
6:15 PM

Jan 10:  Vocations 
Deacon Jim and Lusica 
Hankins

*Further class dates to be deter-
mined by attending students. Bring 
calendars and parent calendars with 
you to class

SAFE TOUCHING TRAINING 
SESSIONS FOR PARENTS

All in-person sessions are 
cancelled unless requested 
by individuals. Materials for 
training are being mailed to 
all families in the parish with 
children.

Carefully read the accompanying 
letter from Msgr Mak and myself 
about the purpose of this training 
which you are to do at home. 

CANCELL
ED



If you and your family would like to present the gifts for the offertory procession during the weekend Masses, please sign up in the blue binder 
located at the Welcome Center. This would be a wonderful way to commemorate a birthday, anniversary or other special occasion.

KIDS CORNER

Last week was respect life week. 
Have a family movie night, and 

watch “The Value of Life” on 
FORMED.org

Visit FORMED.org, Click Sign Up,
Select “I Belong to a Parish or 
 Organization”, Find Our Lady of 

the Lake,  Lake Ozark or type 65049 
in for the zip code. Enter your email.

EDUCATION COMMISSION
Chair: Linda Adams

WORSHIP COMMISSION

Chair: Annette Miller

The next Worship Commission 
meeting will be Tuesday, January 
26th at 6:30 pm online. We are 
always looking for members with a 
heart for helping with the liturgy, 
prayer, liturgical formation, or art 
and environment. Please call the 
office to join us.

PRAYERS FOR RECOVERY

PRAYERS FOR THE MILITARY
LCDR Christopher Boehm

Major Brad Bustin
Major Meg Bustin
Capt. Dan Collini
Sgt. John Cobb

CPO Matt Culver USN-SEAL 6
E4 Cody Griffy

E7 M/Sgt. Amanda Hammond   
E4 Aaron Helms

Major Michael Lucky
1st Sgt. Christopher Metz

1st Lt. Thomas Nelson
SPC Austin Nye

Jayson D. Osborne (Air Force)
CW4 Kent Rackers

A1C Logan J. Rackers
Tech. Sgt. Kevin Reilly
S/Sgt. Adam Rentsch

S/Sgt. Daniel E Reynolds
SPC Chris Riley

SPC John M. Schneider
1st Lt. Adam H. Still

Sgt. Justin C. Thomas
S/Sgt. Matthew Willis 

LCDR Tony Wolfe
Lt. Nicholas Zahn  
A1C Jacob Zahn

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!

Please inform the office if there are 
any changes from active duty. If a 
name is on this list, please make 
sure that Gary and Karen Chaput 

have the information to post on our 
wall of honor. 

Saint Michael the Archangel, defend 
us in battle. Be our protection against 
the wickedness and snares of the devil; 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; 
And do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly 
Host, by the divine power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan and all evil spirits 
who wander through the world for the 
ruin of souls. Amen

Getting Closer to God
As a follow up to Dcn Jim’s article last 
week, what constitutes a ‘practicing 
Catholic?’ (Hint: The first is to attend 

Mass weekly.)

NCYC FACE MASK FUNDRAISER

Protect others while funding a 
great cause. The masks with the 
OLL Logo are $10 each and all 

proceeds go to the kids attending 
the National Catholic Youth 

Conference in November 2021. 
The order form is available on the 

website or call Kelly in the 
office to order.

The next order will be placed when 
we reach 25 masks ordered.

Please email form from the 
website: ourladylake.diojeffcity.org 
to olloffice2018@sbcglobal.com, 
or drop this form in the collection 

baskets or by the office.

The next Education Commission 
will meet Thursday, Febuary 4th at 
6:00 pm online.

Please contact Kelly in the 
office if you would like to attend 
and have not received the online 
invitation.

May they place their trust and 
confidence in the Lord Jesus Christ:

Phyllis Kirby, Jim Tapella, 
Gordon Russel, Joseph Schut-
zenhofer, Gunther Skaletz, Paul 
Schoessler, Tim McDermott, 
Elijah Torres, Adam Hinrichs, 
Debra Ehlers, Dennis Wedding, 
Tom Ranft, Don Koch, Dianne 
Richardson, Tretch Lawrence, 
Kathy Deniston, Mary Burke, Clark 
Gruninger, Pat Caswell, Dr. Robert 
Mason, Lucille Needham, Kitty 
McCarthy.

The Sacrament of the Sick is 
available for those of advanced age, 
those with acute or chronic health 
conditions, or those suffering from 
trauma and pain of any kind. Please 
call the office or Monsignor before 
going into the hospital or before 
procedures to ensure access to 
the sacrament. Are you or a family 
member ill, in the hospital, or 
homebound and would like to be 
included in the Prayers of the Faithful 
at Mass, on the Prayer Chain, or 
in the bulletin? Please contact the 
office at 365-2241or email mary@
ourladylakeozark.org Names will be 
listed for one month unless the office 
is notified that continued prayer is 
needed.



Want to know all the happenings around the Diocese of Jefferson City? Visit the newly designed website: https://diojeffcity.org
Under News & Events, you can click on the Monday Morning Memo which gives you all kinds of information on events and important notices.

SOCIAL CONCERNS
Chair: Deacon Jim Hankins

WEDNESDAY WORKSHOP

Join us every Wednesday morning 
from 8:30 - noon to cut, iron, stuff, 
sew, stamp, stitch, and draw. We 
meet in Bestgen Hall, first room on 
the left.

Masks will be required when 
moving around the hall and social 
distancing must be observed.

If you have any questions, contact 
Vivian Petro at 309-824-5626.

HOPE HOUSE

Suppose a brother or sister is 

without clothes and daily food.  

If one of you tells him, “Go in 

peace, stay warm and well fed,” 

but does not provide for his 

physical needs, what good is 

that? ~ James 2:15-16

Call the office to join us at the 
next Zoom meeting on 

Thursday, Feb 11th at 6 pm.

The Social Concerns Commission 
includes the following ministries:

To families
To the community

To the poor
To the oppressed
For protecting life

Of hospitality & fellowship
Of health & well-being.

Please remember to bring your 
unused, nonperishable, non-expired 

food donation each week.

Week of January 17th:
 8 Bags, 18 Cans, and 0 Misc.

Plastic & Paper Bags are needed. 
There will be a large Rubbermaid 

container in the Gathering Area near 
the front doors for plastic bags. The 

container will be labeled “ Plastic 
Bags for Hope House.” Bags may 
be brought in on  the weekend of 
Sunday, January 31 as well as the 
weekend of Sunday, February 7th. 

Many thanks for your help!!

“Our Lady” Volunteers next 
scheduled work day is 
ANY day you can help!

Sign up by calling 365-0099 
(ask for store manager).

More info: 
www.hopehouseofmillercounty.org

To learn more contact:
573-365-0099

or
www.hopehouseofmillercounty.org

BLESSING BAGS
Our Lady of the Lake Parish 

started a new avenue for people to 
help those in need of food . Many 
times those in need come to the 
Parish and ask for assistance in the 
most primary of needs – FOOD

During this CoronaVirus time, 
the need has become more urgent.  
Within these Blessing Bags there will 
be the following items:

•	 A bag of cereal (any cereal)
•	 A jar of peanut butter 
(any brand)
•	 A box of crackers (any type)
•	 4 Cans of soup (any type)
•	 A Prayer card for the recipient 
•	 A list of other outlets in the 

area that can help those in need
Now HERE is where you can 

make a positive impact...We need 
the four above items: ANY CEREAL 
BOX OR BAG, PEANUT BUTTER JAR, 
CRACKERS, AND/OR TYPE OF CANS 
OF SOUP.

Please place the item(s) in the tub 
marked “blessing bags” in the front 
of the Church. If you would rather 
give a monetary donation, note it on 
the donation that it is for Blessing 
Bag and you can mail this to:

Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church
PO Box 2390 
Lake Ozark, MO 65049

GOD BLESS YOU FOR ALL YOUR 
WORKS OF CHARITY! THANK YOU, 
AND TOGETHER WE CAN GET THIS 
DONE!

Our Lady of the Lake Book Club
Next Meeting will be:

 Tuesday, February 9th
at 6:00 p.m.

We will have our next in-person 
(social distanced) meeting (meeting 
will also be available via zoom) at 

the Church Fellowship Hall.  We will 
be discussing the book, 

The Giver of Stars by JoJo Moyes.  
ALL ARE WELCOMED!

Questions please call Lusica – 
915-490-5765.

The March for Life in Washington, 
DC, has been cancelled.  In its place, 
we invite you to join us for a virtual 
Respect Life Week Jan. 18-22.  You can 
find the information at diojeffcity.org/
respect-life-week-2021. Each day you 
can review the videos and resources 
below for the day’s theme. 



¿Está usted o un miembro de su familia enfermo, en el hospital o confinado en su hogar y le gustaría ser incluido en la Oración de los Fieles en la 
Misa o en el boletín? Comuníquese con la oficina al 365-2241 o envíe un correo electrónico a ourladylake@sbcglobal.com. Los nombres aparecerán 

en la lista durante algunas semanas, a menos que se notifique a la oficina que se necesita una oración continua.

DEACON’S CORNER

Can you remember a significant 
emotional event occurring within our 
lifetime that had an affect not only on 
us but on others?  Can you remember 
where you were when President John 
F. Kennedy was assassinated, 22 
November 1963?  How about where 
you were when you learned and heard 
about the planes crashing into the 
twin towers in New York City, that 
we refer to as 9/11, 11 September 
2001?  Finally, do you remember 
where you were when Roe vs Wade 
which was a landmark decision of the 
U.S. Supreme Court on 22 January 
1973?  It was that decision in which 
the Supreme Court ruled that the 
Constitution of the United States 
protects a pregnant woman’s liberty 
to choose to have an abortion without 
excessive government restriction.  
That 48-year-old decision reshaped 
and divided us as a nation that struck 
to the heart of our religious and moral 
values.    

Our Faith reaches out to Sacred 
Scripture, the Bible, that clearly 
teaches that abortion is wrong.  As 
such, let us see how Sacred Scripture 
enjoins us to protect human life, 
especially the most vulnerable, and 
would never support the wrongful and 
deliberate termination of an unborn 
child.

The Bible teaches as human 
beings, we were made in the very 

image and likeness of God our Father!  
Genesis 1:27 says, “So God created 
man in his own image, in the image of 
God he created him; male and female 
he created them.  Then God says in 
1:29, “…be fruitful and multiply and 
fill the earth and subdue it…”.  Note, 
we are created in the image of God! 
Not a bunch of random cells thrown 
together but the reflection of our 
Heavenly Father.

Children are a blessing while God 
commanded our first parents to “Be 
fertile and multiply” (Genesis 1:28).  
Our love through the Sacrament of 
Marriage overflows with parents 
cooperating with God and bringing 
forth life. Psalm 127:3 states, “Behold, 
sons (children) are a heritage from the 
Lord, the fruit of the womb, a reward.”

Scripture repeatedly condemns the 
killing of the innocent.  God writes in 
stone the commandment “Thou shalt 
not kill” (Exodus 20:13, Deuteronomy 
5:17).  Jesus reaffirms this in Matthew 
19:18 where He mentions this 
commandment first when asked by 
the rich young man which command-
ments to keep to have eternal life.    

Our God is a God of justice.  An 
act of justice on our part is an inter-
vention for the helpless and an act of 
defense for those who are too weak to 
defend themselves. In foretelling the 
Messiah, Psalm 72 says, “May he judge 
your people with righteousness…for 

What do you want to know about the Catholic Faith? 

Is there a question about the Mass that has been nagging you?  

Have you ever wondered what is the reasoning behind our traditions?

Deacon Paul Poulter is writing blogs on the website to answer just these types of questions. He asks that you call him 
with your questions at:

573-378-9220. 

CATHOLIC QUESTIONS

he shall rescue the poor man when 
he cries out and the afflicted when he 
has no one to help him”.  If God does 
justice for us, He expects us to do 
justice for one another.  “Be merciful 
even as your (Heavenly) Father is 
merciful” (Luke 6:36). 

Jesus teaches us to love, this is 
clearly seen in the parable of the Good 
Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37), and in 
the story of the rich man and Lazarus 
(Luke 16:19-31).  

Through His birth by Mary, our 
Blessed Mother, Jesus came and 
took on our human form to conquer 
death.  Jesus’ life is therefore victo-
rious over death to include abortion.   
In John 10:10 Jesus states, “The thief 
(humans) comes only to steal and kill 
and destroy; I came that that they (all 
of us – the unborn included) may have 
life and have it abundantly.”  

As stated, Sacred Scripture enjoins 
us to protect human life, especially 
the most vulnerable, and would never 
support the wrongful and deliberate 
termination of an unborn child.  Jesus 
says, “I have come that they (all of us/
born and unborn) may have life and 
have it abundantly” (John 10:10).

No group is in more danger than 
the unborn. Every human life is a gift.  
Born, unborn, young, old, healthy, or 
sick, all of us are made in the image 
of God.  He gives each one of us 
unique talents in order to be fruitful 
and multiply within His vineyard.  Let 
us all celebrate the wonder of human 
existence and renew our resolution 
to build a culture of life.  Where every 
person born and those to be born 
in the image and likeness of God is 
protected, valued, and cherished.  
Blessings – Dcn Jim
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a special forum, an arena or theater 
if you will, that is appropriate and 
necessary for making important moral 
decisions. This place in our hearts 
where we invite the good to reside is 
called sacred. And it is indeed sacred 
because the conscience is where we 
encounter God speaking to us, calling 
us to fulfill the promise of our creation 
and walk the path into eternal life.

Gaudium et Spes offers this 
wonderful summary of the conscience 
for our times: “In the depths of his 
conscience, man detects a law which 
he does not impose upon himself, 
but which holds him to obedience. 
Always summoning him to love good 
and avoid evil, the voice of conscience 
when necessary speaks to his heart: 
do this, shun that. For man has in his 
heart a law written by God; to obey it 
is the very dignity of man; according 
to it he will be judged. Conscience is 
the most secret core and sanctuary 
of a man. There he is alone with God, 
Whose voice echoes in his depths.” [GS 
#16]

Conscience is a human faculty 
which takes place in the heart of an 
individual person, but the conscience 
is anything but self-centered. In our 
conscience we encounter the God 
who created us. The conscience is 
where God reveals His truth:  that we 
are created in the image and likeness 
of God, God who is a community of 
persons. The conscience is where we 
hear the greatest commandment, to 
love God with all our hearts and to love 
our neighbor as ourselves, and find the 
grace to put that commandment into 
practice.

This time of the year we recall the 
tragic Supreme Court decision that 
desecrated the conscience, stripping 
it of compassion and charity and 
relegating it to a mere calculus of 
personal utility. This is the time of 
the year when through our prayer 
and penance, we ask God to repair 
and strengthen our consciences. This 
is also the time of the year when we 
proclaim the sacred truth to others 
who have consciences imperfectly 
formed, weakened by sin, or willful 
ignorance. 

Over fifty years ago, Gaudium et 
Spes spoke prophetic words about the 

immeasurable value of human life: “In 
our times a special obligation binds 
us to make ourselves the neighbor of 
every person without exception and of 
actively helping him when he comes 
across our path, whether he be an old 
person abandoned by all, a foreign 
laborer unjustly looked down upon, a 
refugee, a child born of an unlawful 
union and wrongly suffering for a 
sin he did not commit, or a hungry 
person who disturbs our conscience 
by recalling the voice of the Lord, “As 
long as you did it for one of these the 
least of my brethren, you did it for me” 
(Matt. 25:40) Furthermore, whatever 
is opposed to life itself, such as any 
type of murder, genocide, abortion, 
euthanasia or willful self-destruction, 
whatever violates the integrity of the 
human person, such as mutilation, 
torments inflicted on body or mind, 
attempts to coerce the will itself; 
whatever insults human dignity, 
such as subhuman living conditions, 
arbitrary imprisonment, deportation, 
slavery, prostitution, the selling 
of women and children; as well as 
disgraceful working conditions, where 
men are treated as mere tools for 
profit, rather than as free and respon-
sible persons; all these things and 
others of their like are infamies indeed. 
They poison human society, but they 
do more harm to those who practice 
them than those who suffer from the 
injury. Moreover, they are supreme 
dishonor to the Creator.”

How then shall our consciences 
be well-formed? The passage just 
quoted from  Gaudium et Spes gives 
us a way forward. Our conscience is 
the forum of judgement for moral 
actions. It makes sense that it in turn 
will be brought into the final tribunal 
at the last judgement. Christ likens 
this judgement to a farmer separating 
the sheep from the goats. Christ gives 
us a very simple criterion to assist 
in forming our own consciences, the 
criterion by which we will be judged:  
“Amen, I say to you, whatever you 
did for one of these least brothers of 
mine, you did for me.” Our choices 
are encounters with the living God in 
Jesus Christ. How can we ever deprive 
a human life of this opportunity to 
encounter God?
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Que ellos depositen su confianza 
en el Señor Jesucristo:

Phyllis Kirby, Jim Tapella, 
Gordon Russel, Joseph Schut-
zenhofer, Gunther Skaletz, Paul 
Schoessler, Tim McDermott, Elijah 
Torres, Adam Hinrichs, Debra 
Ehlers, Dennis Wedding, Tom Ranft, 
Don Koch, Dianne Richardson, 
Tretch Lawrence, Kathy Deniston, 
Mary Burke, Clark Gruninger, Pat 
Caswell, Dr. Robert Mason, Lucille 
Needham, Kitty McCarthy.

Por favor extienda una cálida 
bienvenida

a las siguientes nuevas familias en
Nuestra Señora del Lago

Wes & Donna Wilson

Judy Murray

Oramos por el reposo del alma de 
nuestro hermano en Cristo,

Tom Adams,
hermano de Robert Adams

que falleció la semana pasada.

Concédele el descanso eterno, oh 
Señor; y que la luz perpetua brille 
sobre hin. Que su alma y las almas 
de todos los fieles difuntos, por la 
misericordia de Dios, descansen en 

paz.


