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We envision a church where Jesus 
Christ is proclaimed in a way that 

when parishioners are gathered, all 
may encounter the Living Word in 

their midst.

Parish Office Hours:
Monday - Friday

8:00 am - 4:30 pm

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday: 5:00 pm, Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am, & 6:00 pm in Spanish

No Daily Mass on Monday
Tuesday at 8 am, Wednesday at 6 pm

Thursday and Friday at 8:00 am
Reconciliation is Saturday 4:00 pm - 4:50 pm, 
Sunday 5:30 pm - 5:50 pm, or by appointment

We extend a warm welcome to 
all our guests and visitors who have 
graced us with their presence at 
today’s liturgy. We hope that you feel 
at home here; please let us know if 
we can be of any assistance while 
you are with us. 

WELCOME

HEARING IMPAIRED

For those with moderate hearing 
difficulties, hearing assistance units 
are available in the Fellowship Hall 
behind the Sanctuary. Please ask an 
usher if you need one.

continued on last page

                           

MISA EN ESPAÑOL

The Fifth Sunday of Lent brings 
us to the threshold of the Church’s 
celebration of the Paschal Mystery. 
To bring our attention to this, we 
have covered the crucifix in the 
sanctuary and the statues of Mary 
and Joseph which stand prominent 
in the sanctuary. It is a powerful 
experience, to enter church and 
see the purple drapes covering the 
images which are central to our litur-
gical life and devotion to the saints. 
There are many ways to interpret this 
custom, but the heart of the practice 
is to remind us that the liturgical 
celebrations are not mean to be 
static representations of something 
that happened long ago. Instead, the 
liturgies of Holy Week are meant to 
be encounters with God, living and 
true among us, in the Sacraments 
and Worship of his Church.

Active participation in the Passion 
and Death of Jesus:  not just an act 
of remembrance, the liturgy always 
calls us to experience the immediacy 
of God’s grace here and now. For the 
grace of our salvation in Jesus Christ 
isn’t just a past event. It is an event 
that continues to this day, renewed, 
celebrated, and received each and 
every time we join in the sacred 
liturgy.

How we will celebrate Palm 
Sunday next week is an indication of 

BISHOP’S MONTHLY 
PRAYER INTENTION

Through the example and inter-Through the example and inter-
cession of St. Joseph, Husband of cession of St. Joseph, Husband of 

Mary, may a gentle disposition rule Mary, may a gentle disposition rule 
our hearts and allow for charity, our hearts and allow for charity, 
reconciliation, and mercy in our reconciliation, and mercy in our 

lives.lives.

Que a través del ejemplo e inter-Que a través del ejemplo e inter-
cesión de San José, esposo de cesión de San José, esposo de 

María, reine en nuestros corazones María, reine en nuestros corazones 
una noble disposición que de una noble disposición que de 

paso a la caridad, reconciliación y paso a la caridad, reconciliación y 
misericordia en nuestras vidas.misericordia en nuestras vidas.

Entering Passiontide
by Msgr. Marion Makarewicz

Todos los domingos a las 6:00 pm.
La reconciliación es el sábado de 
4:00 pm a 4:50 pm, domingo de 
5:30 pm a 5:50 pm, o con cita.

Por favor, consulte este folleto para 
las noticias en español.

Sunday, March 21, 2021
5th Sunday in Lent

the movement that must take place 
in our hearts and minds as we hurry 
to greet the Lord as he enters the 
holy city of Jerusalem. We will not 
have a procession from the parish 
hall this year, but we will have the 
blessing of the palms—something 
we missed sorely last year during the 
lockdown of public services. Holding 
the palms and singing our hosannas 
to the Son of David, we welcome the 
Lord into our midst as we celebrate 
Mass. Jesus comes to us in Word and 
Sacrament in the midst of his people 
in a way that cannot be experienced 
elsewhere.

Our world is still very much beset 
by the pandemic. Even as vaccina-
tions and infection rates allow for 
more social engagement, we still 



MASS INTENTIONS

PARISH COLLECTION

We are grateful for your support of our church. Online Giving allows you to make contributions to our church without having to write checks or worry 
about donations. The sit lets you set up automatic contributions and enables you to change the timing or the amount of your gift at any time. 

Go to: ourladylake.diojeffcity.org and click the Donate Now button on the top bar to sign up.

WEEKLY PARISH SCHEDULE

Jim Tapella
Shirley Schaeffer

Parishioners

Jim Tapella
Michael Lillicrap
Ralph Franklin

Krewett & Herzog Family
Brecken Murphy
Cleon Statton Jr.

Parishioners

Saturday	 March 20	 5:00 pm
Sunday		 March 21	 10:00 am
Domingo	 Marzo 21	 6:00 pm    
Monday	 March 22	 No Mass
Tuesday	 March 23	 8:00 am
Wednesday	 March 24	 6:00 pm
Thursday	 March 25	 8:00 am
Friday		  March 26	 8:00 am
Saturday	 March 27	 5:00 pm
Sunday		 March 28	 10:00 am
Domingo	 Marzo 28	 6:00 pm 

Vigil Mass
Passion tide-Fifth Sunday in Lent
Quinto Domino del Cuarsema
St. Lea
St. Turibius of Mogrovejo
St. Aldemar
The Annunciation of the Lord
St. Margaret Clitherow
Vigil Mass
Palm Sunday
Domingo de palma

THANK YOU

MONDAY, MARCH 22

TUESDAY, MARCH 23
Mass in Church & Online | 8:00 am

Rosary in Church & Online | 8:45 am
Worship Commission | 6:30 pm

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24
Wednesday Workshop | 9:00 am

Adoration & Benediction  | 5:00 pm
Reconciliation | 5:15 pm

Mass in Church & Online | 6:00 pm
PSR | 6:45 pm

THURSDAY, MARCH 25
Mass in Church & Online | 8:00 am

Stewardship Comm.| 4:00 pm

FRIDAY, MARCH 26
Mass in Church & Online | 8:00 am

Adoration | 8:30 to 4:00 pm
Stations of the Cross in Church 

& Online | 4:00 pm

SATURDAY, MARCH 27
Reconciliation | 3:00 pm

Mass in Church | 5:00 pm

SUNDAY, MARCH 28
Mass in Church & Online | 10:00am

Confirmation | 4:30 pm
Reconciliation | 5:30 pm

Misa en Iglesia y Online | 6:00 pm

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
SUNDAY

1st Reading - Jer 31:31-34
Psalm - 51:3-4, 12-15

2nd Reading - Heb 5:7-9
Gospel - Jn 12:20-33

MONDAY
1st Reading - Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 

33-62
Psalm - 23:1-6

Gospel - Jn 8:1-11

TUESDAY 
1st Reading - Nm 21:4-9
Psalm - 102:2-3, 16-21

Gospel - Jn 8:21-30

WEDNESDAY 
1st Reading - Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95

Psalm - Dn 3:52-56
Gospel - Jn 8:31-42

THURDAY
1st Reading - Is 7:10-14; 8:10

Psalm - 40:7-11
2nd Reading - Heb 10:4-10

Gospel - Lk 1:26-38

FRIDAY
1st Reading - Jer 20:10-13

Psalm - 18:2-7
Gospel - Jn 10:31-42

SATURDAY
1st Reading - Ez 37:21-28
Psalm - Jeremiah 31:10-13

Gospel - Jn 11:45-56

SUNDAY
Procession - Mk 11:1-10
1st Reading - Is 50:4-7

Psalm - 22:8-9, 17-20, 23-24
2nd Reading - Phil 2:6-11
Gospel - Mk 14:1—15:47

The  next Administration 
Commission Meeting is Thursday, 
April 15th at 5:00 PM. 

Everyone is invited, and if you 
wish to join, please call the Parish 
office and give them your email so 
that an invitation can be sent to you.  

ADMINISTRATION

Chair: Bob Cotter

Our Lady of the Lake Parish   

Parish Goal:		 $31,000
Total Committed:	 $31,867
Total Received:	 $27,047

*This year’s Catholic Stewardship 
Appeal goal for the entire diocese is 
$2,450,000. After the diocesan goal 

has been met, any parish meeting their 
individual goal is eligible to receive a 
rebate of 10% of the goal, plus 90% of 
any funds raised above the goal. Parish 

goals must be met with cash and/or 
pledges received by March 15, 2021 
and fulfilled by the fiscal year ending 

June 30, 2021.

March 14, 2021

Envelope $ 5,560
Loose $ 1,614
Total $ 7,174
Last Year $ 5,865



Are you or a family member ill, in the hospital, or homebound and would like to be included in the Prayers of the Faithful at Mass, on the Prayer 
Chain,  or in the bulletin? Please contact the office at 365-2241or email ourladylake@sbcglobal.com. 

Names will be listed for one month unless the office is notified that continued prayer is needed.

LADY KNIGHTS

Contact: Melodi Graessle

ourladylake.diojeffcity.org/
parish-life/

organizations/ladies-auxiliary-2/

Contact: Gary Chaput

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

ourladylake.diojeffcity.org/
knights-of-columbus/

PARISHIONER NEWS

Want to know why Catholic altars 
have the relics of saints in them? 

Check out the latest 
“What’s On Your Mind?”

https://ourladylake.diojeffcity.org/
whats-on-your-mind-4/

Want to help with worship 
celebrations, but don’t know how? 
Check out our Liturgical Resources 

page:

https://ourladylake.diojeffcity.org/
parish-life/liturgical-resources/

Recently, Monsignor has 
commissioned the following people 
in these ministries:

Eucharistic Ministers:
	 Sara Wolf
	 Matthew Brauman
	 Lee Pearson
Lectors:
	 Lusica Hankins
	 John Akscin
We are very grateful for those 

who volunteer their services to 
help with all our litugies. If you 
would be interested in assisting in 
any position, please contact Mary 
in the office.

WEB NOTES

The Ladies Auxiliary would like 
to invite any woman of the parish, 
age 18 or older, to join our organi-
zation.  Our members support the 
Knights in fundraising events and 
activities. It is an excellent way to 
support our church and community. 
Please contact current Vice President 
Karen Blevins for information at (573) 
291-1363 or kdblevins1966@gmail.
com. We gladly welcome all inquiries!

We pray for the repose of the 
soul of our brother in Christ, 

Tom Ranft
Father of Sue Welker.

Eternal rest grant unto him, O 
Lord; and let perpetual light shine 
upon hin. May his soul, and the 

souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in 

peace.

We pray for the repose of the 
soul of our sister in Christ, 
Kathleen “Kitty” McCarthy.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be 
held Saturday, March 20th at 11:00 

AM with visitation beginning at 
10:00 AM.

 
Eternal rest grant to her, O Lord; 

and let light perpetual shine upon 
her. May her soul, and the souls of 
all the faithful departed, through 
the mercy of God, rest in peace.

The Knights wish to thank an 
Anonymous donor for the generous 
contribution to Council 9273

Council #9273 Welcomes

Charlie Corbett

We are thrilled to have you join us 
and look forward to your partici-
pation in executing our mission.

Through the Holy Waters of 
Baptism we welcome 

Alan Guadalupe 
Ruiz-Acevedo, Jesus Alonso 

Rodriguez, Jr., and Ivan 
Perez Rodriguez into the 
Family of Christ’s Church.

MINISTERS COMMISSIONED



Bulletin announcements should be into the office by Thursday at noon for publication in that weekend’s bulletin.

Most Gracious Greetings During Lent!
Looking at this Sunday’s liturgy, I love the 2nd reading from Hebrews 5:7-9
Two things stand out for me: 1. ‘Christ Jesus was in the flesh..” and 2. “..he became the source of eternal salvation 

for all who obey him.”  These two statements are tied together by ..’when he was made perfect..” God made Jesus 
perfect! God made Jesus human so we could all see him, and hear him and touch him. God made Jesus His represen-
tative to all mankind because He loves us! Why on earth would anyone love this species of life when all we do is fight 
and argue, then we draw lines in the sand and dare others to cross them! Instead of offering the Word as a means of 
salvation and teaching our children they possess the dignity and worth as creations by God, we often model ourselves 
tearing down others we deem unworthy. How far from Jesus and perfect have we gotten?

It is time that we recognize the pain and human suffering that Jesus endured as he walked with the cross up Calvary 
Hill. Stop and imagine the actual pain of having a nail driven through your wrist and hand! I would probably faint after 
a long scream in agony. Then add one more hand, one more foot and ankle and the last foot and ankle. Would you be 
able to bear that kind of pain? Yes, you would out of necessity because none of the wounds would actually kill you. You 
would die from suffocation because your body was elongated and crushed your chest and lungs.

How much love, grace and mercy does it take for that kind of sacrifice? The human element of Jesus Christ is 
perhaps God’s greatest gift to us as fellow humans so we can relate to the horror and agony of crucifixion. For God to 
watch His Son being treated like an animal would have literally broken His heart, but he suffered for us right along with 
Jesus. Not one of us deserves that kind of mercy. Yes, not one of us should turn it away because it was freely given. Not 
one of us has the right to defy God’s love because we are all Children of God. Imagine the dust on Jesus’ feet that day 
and the heat bearing down on his torn, bloody body. Would you have taken Jesus’ place on the cross? 

Always through Christ!	 Vicki

SPECIAL NOTE FOR STUDENTS ENTERING GRADES 9-12 THIS FALL: 
NCYC is the premiere experience for our young folks, and we are holding our first Parent and 

Student Meeting on Sunday, March 28 right after 10 AM Mass. The three-day conference is held 
in Indianapolis, IN  November 18-21, 2021, . If you do not receive your paperwork before the 
meeting, we will have packets there. PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND AND PRAY ABOUT ACCOMPANYING 
YOUR CHILD AS A CHAPERONE! A personal experience with Jesus Christ is guaranteed!

EDUCATION COMMISSION
Chair: Linda Adams

NOTES FROM VICKI

PSR 
GRADES K-6
WEDNESDAYS

6:45 PM

Mar 24: All current students
Mar 31: All current students
April 7: All current students
April 14: All current students
April 21: All current students
April 28: All current students

PLEASE NOTE CHANGES IN CALENDAR. 
BEGINNING MAR 24, WE WILL HAVE ALL 
CURRENT STUDENTS EACH WEEK.
 NEW STUDENTS WHO WISH TO REJOIN 
WILL NEED TO CONTACT MRS IRSIK TO 
SEE IF THERE IS ROOM FOR DISTANCING IN 
CURRENT SPACE
virsik12@gmail.com

CONFIRMATION 
GRADES 7-9

SUNDAYS
4:30 PM

March 28: BOTH GROUPS
Lesson 13 and 14
April 11: BOTH GROUPS
movie The Shack
April 18: BOTH GROUPS
Review, Reflect, Respond 
and Rejoice
April 22: 
Confirmation Mass 6:30 PM

If you did not receive a letter with confir-
mation mass information, please contact 
Karen Blevins or Vicki Irsik immediately.
STILL needing a few Sponsor and Saint 
names from students. 
One last important request- we need the 
confirmands’ mother’s maiden names for 
documentation in our sacrament books. We 
will request that during confirmation mass 
planning. Thank you!

HIGH SCHOOL
 GRADES 10-12

SUNDAYS
6:15 PM

TBA: “Words With Friends,” 
“Death and Dying,” 
“Personal Finance for 
Students According to 
Luke.”

*Further class dates to be determined. 
WATCH FOR GOOGLE DOC TO SELECT 
CALENDAR DATES FOR NEXT SESSIONS.



If you and your family would like to present the gifts for the offertory procession during the weekend Masses, please sign up in the blue binder 
located at the Welcome Center. This would be a wonderful way to commemorate a birthday, anniversary or other special occasion.

KIDS CORNER

The Feast of the Annunciation 
is this Thursday, March 25th 
Why not celebrate The Archangel 
Gabriel coming to Mary with some 
Angel food cake.

One of the legends behind to 
origins of the pretzel is related to 
lent. It is said that an Italian monk 
inthe year 610 AD fashioned 
bread into the shape of crossed 
arms to represent how children 
would pray. This is also how 
people who cannot receive Holy 
Communion approach the altar 
to receive a blessing. Bake or buy 
some pretzels this week to honor 
this tradition.

EDUCATION COMMISSION
Chair: Linda Adams

Getting Closer to God

On Calvary, during the Cruci-
fixion of Jesus Christ, who were 
the other two men also being 
crucified? Which of them was 
released instead of Jesus?

The next Education Commission 
will be Tuesday, April 6th at 6 PM

Please contact Kelly in the 
office if you would like to attend 
and have not received the online 
invitation.

SOCIAL CONCERNS
Chair: Deacon Jim Hankins

Call the office to join us at the 
next Zoom meeting on 

Thursday, Apr. 8th at 6 pm.

The Social Concerns Commission 
includes the following ministries:

To families
To the community

To the poor
To the oppressed
For protecting life

Of hospitality & fellowship
Of health & well-being.

If you know of anyone who may 
need assistance with grocery 

delivery, rides to doctor appoint-
ments, or other small errands, 
please notify Deacon Jim or the 

office staff.

HOPE HOUSE
Please remember to bring your 

unused, nonperishable, non-expired 
food donation each week.

Week of March 14th:
6 Bags, 12 Cans, and 11 Misc.

Plastic & Paper Bags are needed. 
Please no more egg cartons.

“Our Lady” Volunteers next 
scheduled work day is 

whenever you can help!
Sign up by calling 365-0099 

(ask for store manager).
More info: 

www.hopehouseofmillercounty.org
To learn more contact:

573-365-0099
or

www.hopehouseofmillercounty.org
WEDNESDAY WORKSHOP

Join us every Wednesday morning 
from 8:30 - noon to cut, iron, stuff, 
sew, stamp, stitch, and draw. We 
meet in Bestgen Hall, first room on 
the left.

Masks will be required when 
moving around the hall and social 
distancing must be observed.

If you have any questions, contact 
Vivian Petro at 309-824-5626.

COMPASSION MEALS

If you or someone you know is 
ill, homebound, or a new parent and 
could use a homemade meal, please 

contact Melodi Graessle at 
573-690-1400.

BLOOD DRIVES
Tri County YMCA of the Ozarks

950 Airport Road
Osage Beach, MO 65065

03/25/2021 | 
01:00 PM - 06:00 PM

Note: Your donation is essential. 
Come to give March 15-26 for a 
Red Cross T-shirt as our thanks!



Want to know all the happenings around the Diocese of Jefferson City? Visit the newly designed website: https://diojeffcity.org
Under News & Events, you can click on the Monday Morning Memo which gives you all kinds of information on events and important notices.

WORSHIP COMMISSION

The next Worship Commission 
meeting will be Tuesday, March 23rd 
at 6:30 pm online. We are always 
looking for members with a heart 
for helping with the liturgy, prayer, 
liturgical formation, or art and 
environment. Please call the office to 
join us.

PRAYERS FOR RECOVERY

May they place their trust and 
confidence in the Lord Jesus Christ:

Patricia Casper, Dr. Charles 
Peterson, Msgr. Michael Wilbers, 
Zita & Julius Deksnys, Colleen 
Parise, Don Harding, Joseph Schut-
zenhofer, Gunther Skaletz, Tim 
McDermott, Elijah Torres, Adam 
Hinrichs, Debra Ehlers, Dennis 
Wedding, Mary Burke, Clark 
Gruninger, Pat Caswell, Dr. Robert 
Mason, Lucille Needham.

LCDR Christopher Boehm
Major Brad Bustin
Major Meg Bustin
Capt. Dan Collini
Sgt. John Cobb

CPO Matt Culver USN-SEAL 6
E4 Cody Griffy

E7 M/Sgt. Amanda Hammond   
E4 Aaron Helms

Major Michael Lucky
1st Sgt. Christopher Metz

1st Lt. Thomas Nelson
SPC Austin Nye

Jayson D. Osborne (Air Force)
CW4 Kent Rackers

A1C Logan J. Rackers
Tech. Sgt. Kevin Reilly
S/Sgt. Adam Rentsch

S/Sgt. Daniel E Reynolds
SPC Chris Riley

SPC John M. Schneider
1st Lt. Adam H. Still

Sgt. Justin C. Thomas
S/Sgt. Matthew Willis 

LCDR Tony Wolfe
Lt. Nicholas Zahn  
A1C Jacob Zahn

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!

PRAYERS FOR THE MILITARY

MEETING

Chair: Annette Miller

We are in need of ushers for the 
weekend masses. Please contact 
Mary Wagemann in the office, 
365-2241.

We are also in need of a Leader 
for the Ministry of Hospitality-Ushers 
and Greeters.

30 Days of Gratitude:

During this past year we have 
had plenty to dwell on that may 
not be so good, but we have also 
had plenty to dwell on that are true 
blessings. Check out the calendar 
here:

https://www.textmy-
journal.com/30-days-of-grati-
tude-part-2/

It may help remind us of those 
blessings. Everyday look at the 
item of gratefulness that was 
assigned for the day. Truly dwell 
on that blessing for 30 minutes 
and throughout the day and 
how God is showering us with 
blessings. If you have a 'grateful 
buddy' or two - you can start your 
morning by telling each other the 
day's gratefulness. It is a fun and 
happy way to start the day on the 
right note and giving thanks to 
God.

PRAYER PROMPTS



¿Está usted o un miembro de su familia enfermo, en el hospital o confinado en su hogar y le gustaría ser incluido en la Oración de los Fieles en la 
Misa o en el boletín? Comuníquese con la oficina al 365-2241 o envíe un correo electrónico a ourladylake@sbcglobal.com. Los nombres aparecerán 

en la lista durante algunas semanas, a menos que se notifique a la oficina que se necesita una oración continua.

DEACON’S CORNER

WHAT’S ON YOUR MIND
What do you want to know about the Catholic Faith? 

Is there a question about the Mass that has been nagging you?  

Have you ever wondered what is the reasoning behind our traditions?

Deacon Paul Poulter is writing blogs on the website to answer just these types of questions. He asks that you call him 
with your questions at:

573-378-9220. 

The Nicene Creed is the formal 
presentation of the chief doctrines of 
our Catholic Faith. It was formulated 
by the First Council of Nicaea in 325 
A.D. and is used during the Mass’ 
Profession of Faith. In the Profession 
of Faith, we believe and say “…For us 
men and for our salvation, He (Jesus) 
came down from heaven and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, was born of 
the Virgin Mary, and became man.”   
Through the Annunciation that we 
celebrate on Thursday, 25 March 
2021, Angel Gabriel announced to 
Mary that she would conceive the son 
of God, Our Lord, Jesus Christ.   

The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church states that the Annunciation 
to Mary instigates the fulfilment of 
God’s promises and preparations.
From all eternity God chose for 
the mother of his Son a daughter 
of Israel, a young Jewish woman 
of Nazareth in Galilee, “a virgin 
betrothed to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David; and 
the virgin’s name was Mary.” She 
was invited by the Angel Gabriel to 
conceive.  

But why? After the fall of Adam 
and Eve, civilization longed for and 
anticipated a savior. God continued 
to speak to his chosen people 
through the patriarchs and prophets 
of Israel. He willed that the annun-
ciation and incarnation should be 
preceded by Mary’s “fiat” (yes) so that 
just as Eve had a share in the coming 
of death, so should Mary contribute 
to the coming of life. Throughout the 
Old Covenant the mission of many 
holy women was prepared for Mary’s 
annunciation. At the very beginning 
there was Eve. Despite her disobe-
dience, Eve receives the promise 
from God that the offspring from 

future women would defeat Satan. 
By virtue of this promise, Sarah 
conceives a son despite her old age. 
Against all human expectation God 
chooses other women who were 
considered powerless and weak to 
show forth his faithfulness to His 
promises: Hannah, the mother of 
Samuel; Deborah; Ruth; Judith and 
Esther. Mary stands out among the 
poor and humble of the Lord, who 
confidently hope for and receive 
salvation from Him. God repeatedly 
renewed his promise for a savior. 
That promise for a savior is finally 
at hand. God enters a conversation 
with Mary of Nazareth through the 
Archangel Gabriel. After a long 
period of waiting the times are 
fulfilled in her, the exalted Daughter 
of Sion, and the new plan of salvation 
is established with the Annunciation!

But how? God singles out a young 
Jewish woman, Mary – who was 
born without original sin. Gabriel’s 
words to her are, “Hail, full of grace 
the Lord is with you” (Lk 1:28). 
Through Gabriel, God makes a 
momentous request of her, to bear 
the “Son of the Most High” (Lk1:31-
32). Mary’s question, “How can this 
be, since I have no husband?” (Lk 
1:34), is a way of Mary expressing 
a willingness to grasp something 
holy and mysterious. Gabriel offers 
Mary no physiological explanation 
because Jesus is to be conceived in 
a way that surpasses nature – the 
Incarnation. Through the Incar-
nation, the Holy Spirit comes upon 
Mary, overshadows her, where she 
conceives a child, to be born and 
who will be called Holy, the Son of 
God. This was God’s plan that his 
creation would not be abandoned. It 
was now up to Mary to freely accept 

God’s request.  
In those few moments of the 

Annunciation, Mary’s very future is 
being unveiled for her. God asks her 
to be the mother of Israel’s Messiah!  
Mary, the Blessed Virgin, had to open 
her heart with an amazing faith to 
that Annunciation! A whole civili-
zation, past/present/future, awaited 
her response! With understanding 
little, Mary made a total gift of 
herself!  “Behold, I am the handmaid 
of the Lord; let it be (done) to me 
according to your word” (Lk 1:38). 
These words uttered by Mary are 
what in the Liturgical sense is called 
- The great FIAT!

Mary’s “Fiat”, at the Annunciation 
which we celebrate on Thursday, 25 
March, said yes to God in Nazareth, 
and to a whole civilization that was 
awaiting the Messiah. It expressed in 
an instant, Mary’s response to God’s 
ultimate plan for the redemption of 
the world and her essential role in 
it. Mary’s yes at the Annunciation 
becomes a model for our own faith, 
generosity, and complete conformity 
when we are asked to do God’s Holy 
Will.  Blessings – Dcn Jim

Annunciation by William Brassey Hole



LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
Our Lady of the Lake, 
Lake Ozark, Missouri

SÍGUENOS EN FACEBOOK
Nuestrá Señora del Lago Iglesia 

Católica

continued from front cover
must make public health a priority. 
Mask use and social distancing 
in public allows us to gather with 
lessened risk of causing serious 
illness. At the direction of Bishop 
McKnight, a few of the Holy Week 
practices have been adapted but 
we will be celebrating Palm Sunday, 
Holy Thursday, Good Friday and the 
Easter Vigil with most of the tradi-
tional rites. As mentioned, we will 
distribute and bless palms and we 
have been able to return the hymnals 
to the pews. The people will take 
their customary part in the readings 
of the Passion on Palm Sunday and 
Good Friday.

On Holy Thursday at 7:00 PM, 
we will not be able to celebrate 
the Washing of Feet as is custom, 
but we will have the procession of 
the Blessed Sacrament throughout 
the church at the end of Mass. 
The Blessed Sacrament will then 
be reserved in the church taber-
nacle, without the customary altar 
of repose, and church opened for 
adoration only for a short time after 
Mass.

On Good Friday, the Solemn 
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion will 
take place as is the custom at 7:00 
PM with two adaptations. One is that 
we will add an eleventh petition to 
the great intercessory prayers and 
the other being that reverence to the 
Crucifix by the people will consist of 
a bow or genuflection, omitting the 
customary kisses or touches. 

At the Easter Vigil on Holy 
Saturday, beginning at 8:30 PM, we 
will be able to have the Lucenarium—
the blessing of the Easter Fire and 
procession of the Paschal Candle. 
The people will remain in the 

darkened church, but the doors to 
the outside will all be opened so the 
congregation can see the beginning 
rites. This year we do not have any 
baptisms or professions of faith, but 
everyone can take this opportunity 
to renew our baptismal promises in 
the sacred Paschal waters. The Easter 
Vigil is one of the most beautiful 
celebrations the Church has to offer 
in worship of our God. Typically 
there is plenty of room, and even in 
this time of social distancing, I am 
sure the church can accommodate all 
who want to participate.

We will have three Masses on 
Easter Sunday, 8:00 AM and 10:00 
AM in English and 1:00 PM in 
Spanish.  We will most likely have 
a full church, at least at the 10:00 
AM, so I encourage folks to come to 
the Easter Vigil or to the 8:00 AM as 
much as possible. If past weekends 
are an indication, we will have many 
visitors on Easter Sunday, and don’t 
forget that the Spanish Mass always 
has lots of room.

I understand that we are still 
working through the best practices 
that can keep our community safe. 
I appreciate all the cooperation 
from people that have allowed us to 
welcome the public to our liturgies. 
I am very gladdened by seeing many 
folks who have not been able to 
come participate in public services in 
this past year. I do pray that atten-
dance at Mass can steadily increase. 
Stay alert for further communication 
regarding the resumption of the 8:00 
AM Mass every Sunday. Our ability to 
manage that depends on a large part 
on folks willing to assist at the 8:00 
and the 10:00 as ushers and other 
ministers.
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Que ellos depositen su confianza 
en el Señor Jesucristo:

Patricia Casper, Dr. Charles 
Peterson, Msgr. Michael Wilbers, 
Zita & Julius Deksnys, Colleen 
Parise, Don Harding, Joseph Schut-
zenhofer, Gunther Skaletz, Tim 
McDermott, Elijah Torres, Adam 
Hinrichs, Debra Ehlers, Dennis 
Wedding, Mary Burke, Clark 
Gruninger, Pat Caswell, Dr. Robert 
Mason, Lucille Needham.

A través de las aguas 
santas del bautismo, 
damos la bienvenida 

Alan Guadalupe 
Ruiz-Acevedo, Jesus Alonso 

Rodriguez, Jr., and Ivan 
Perez Rodriguez
 a la Iglesia de la 
Familia de Cristo.

Oramos por el reposo de las almas 
de nuestras hermanas y hermanos 

en Cristo,
Kathleen “Kitty” McCarthy

y
Tom Ranft,

padre de Sue Welker.

Concédeles el descanso eterno, oh 
Señor; y que la luz perpetua brille 
sobre ellos. Que sus almas y las 

almas de todos los fieles difuntos, 
por la misericordia de Dios, 

descansa en paz.


