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We envision a church where Jesus 
Christ is proclaimed in a way that 

when parishioners are gathered, all 
may encounter the Living Word in 

their midst.

Parish Office Hours:
Monday - Friday

8:00 am - 4:30 pm

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday: 5:00 pm, Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am, & 6:00 pm in Spanish

No Daily Mass on Monday
Tuesday at 8 am, Wednesday at 6 pm

Thursday and Friday at 8:00 am
Reconciliation is Saturday 4:00 pm - 4:50 pm, 
Sunday 5:30 pm - 5:50 pm, or by appointment

We extend a warm welcome to 
all our guests and visitors who have 
graced us with their presence at 
today’s liturgy. We hope that you feel 
at home here; please let us know if 
we can be of any assistance while 
you are with us. 

WELCOME

HEARING IMPAIRED

For those with moderate hearing 
difficulties, hearing assistance units 
are available in the Fellowship Hall 
behind the Sanctuary. Please ask an 
usher if you need one.

continued on last page

                           

MISA EN ESPAÑOL

My baptismal church in Cool 
Valley, Missouri, was Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. The church where I 
attended K-2nd grade and received 
my First Holy Communion, Confir-
mation and Holy Orders was St. 
Patrick, Sedalia. My grade school 
from 3rd to 8th grade was Sacred 
Heart in Sedalia. Our family 
continued to attend St. Patrick 
Church and that parish was where my 
loyalties stayed, but I appreciate very 
much the opportunity to experience 
church and community in a different 
way by attending school at one 
parish and Sunday Mass at another. 
I figure that I attended more daily 
masses at Sacred Heart during the 
school year than I attended Sunday 
Masses at St. Patrick. Not that anyone 
was keeping score.

Over the years I have come to a 
greater appreciation of the grace of 
these special communities in my life. 
And while Sedalia is now united as 
one parish under the patronage of 
Saint Vincent de Paul, the chapels of 
Saint Patrick and Sacred Heart are 
where the sacraments are celebrated, 
along with Saint John in Bahner. 
When I think of Sedalia, my mind 
goes to those two churches where I 
spent so much time.  I have much to 
share about the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

BISHOP’S MONTHLY 
PRAYER INTENTION

In this year of St. Joseph, husband In this year of St. Joseph, husband 
of Mary and foster father of Jesus, of Mary and foster father of Jesus, 
may we grow in our appreciation may we grow in our appreciation 

for the importance of the vocation for the importance of the vocation 
of fatherhood for the benefit of of fatherhood for the benefit of 

society and the Church.society and the Church.

En este año de San José, esposo de En este año de San José, esposo de 
María y padre adoptivo de Jesús, María y padre adoptivo de Jesús, 

que fortalezcamos nuestra apreci-que fortalezcamos nuestra apreci-
ación por la importancia de la ación por la importancia de la 

vocación de la paternidad para el vocación de la paternidad para el 
benéfico de la sociedad y la Iglesia.benéfico de la sociedad y la Iglesia.

The Grace of Our Patroness     
by Msgr. Marion Makarewicz

Todos los domingos a las 6:00 pm.
La reconciliación es el sábado de 
4:00 pm a 4:50 pm, domingo de 
5:30 pm a 5:50 pm, o con cita.

Por favor, consulte este folleto para 
las noticias en español.

Sunday, June 13, 2021
The Immaculate Heart of Mary

and the role Saint Patrick played in 
my education, but it is to my first 
parish I’d like to refer. 

Here is how the grace of a parish 
patron worked on me.  For my 
baptismal parish of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, it took many years. I only 
went back to Our Lady of Guadalupe 
a few times for some weddings of 
cousins and then for some funerals 
of relatives. I had minimal recol-
lection of that church since our 
family moved to Sedalia when I was 
four. One of my earliest memories 
is of an evening service, most likely 



MASS INTENTIONS

PARISH COLLECTION

We are grateful for your support of our church. Online Giving allows you to make contributions to our church without having to write checks or worry 
about donations. The sit lets you set up automatic contributions and enables you to change the timing or the amount of your gift at any time. 

Go to: ourladylake.diojeffcity.org and click the Donate Now button on the top bar to sign up.

WEEKLY PARISH SCHEDULE

Ralph Franklin
Arlene Taer Schieferle

Mike & Pam Scherer 52nd Anniversary
Parishioners

Bill Tweedie
Danny Menefee

Your Intention Here
Special Intention - Vocations
Joseph & Mildred Chaperlo

Ralph Franklin
Juanita Cochran

Parishioners

Saturday	 June 12	 5:00 pm
Sunday		 June 13	 8:00 am
Sunday		 June 13	 10:00 am
Domingo	 Junio 13	 6:00 pm  
Monday	 June 14	 No Mass
Tuesday	 June 15	 8:00 am
Wednesday	 June 16	 6:00 pm
Thursday	 June 17	 8:00 am
Friday		  June 18	 8:00 am
Saturday	 June 19	 5:00 pm
Sunday		 June 20	 8:00 am
Sunday		 June 20	 10:00 am
Domingo	 Junio 20	 6:00 pm 

Vigil Mass
The Immaculate Heart of Mary
The Immaculate Heart of Mary
El Inmaculado Corazón de María
St. Methodius I
St. Germaine Cousin
St. John Francis Regis
St. Emily de Vialar
St. Elizabeth of Schonau
Vigil Mass
The Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time
The Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time
El Duodécimo Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario

THANK YOU

MONDAY, JUNE 14 

TUESDAY, JUNE 15
Mass in Chapel & Online | 8:00 am

Rosary in Chapel & Online | 8:45 am
K of C Rosary |  6:30 pm

K of C Officer Installation |  7:00 pm

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16
Wednesday Workshop | 9:00 am

Adoration & Benediction | 5:00 pm
Mass in Chapel & Online | 6:00 pm

THURSDAY, JUNE 17
Mass in Chapel & Online | 8:00 am

Fellowship Breakfast | 8:45 am
Administration Comm. | 5:00 pm

FRIDAY, JUNE 18
Mass in Chapel & Online | 8:00 am

Adoration in Chapel
 | 8:30 am - 4:00 pm

Farewell Open House | 4:00 - 7:00 pm

SATURDAY, JUNE 19
Reconciliation | 4:00 pm

Mass in Church | 5:00 pm

SUNDAY, JUNE 20
Mass in Church | 8:00 am

Mass in Church & Online | 10:00am
Reconciliation | 5:30 pm

Misa en Iglesia y Online | 6:00 pm

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
SUNDAY

1st Reading - 2 Cor 5:14-21
Psalm - 103:1-4, 9-12

2nd Reading - Rev 21: 1-5a
Gospel - Lk 2:41-51

MONDAY
1st Reading - 2 Cor 6:1-10

Psalm - 98:1-2b, 3-4
Gospel - Mt 5:38-42

TUESDAY 
1st Reading - 2 Cor 8:1-9

Psalm - 146:2, 5-9a
Gospel - Mt 5:43-48

WEDNESDAY 
1st Reading - 2 Cor 9:6-11

Psalm - 112:1bc-4, 9
Gospel - Mt 6:1-6, 16-18

THURDAY
1st Reading - 2 Cor 11:1-11

Psalm - 111:1b-4, 7-8
Gospel - Mt 6:7-15

FRIDAY
1st Reading - 2 Cor 11:18, 21-30

Psalm - 34:2-7
Gospel - Mt 6:19-23

SATURDAY
1st Reading - 2 Cor 12:1-10

Psalm - 34:8-13
Gospel - Mt 6:24-34

SUNDAY
1st Reading - Jb 38:1, 8-11
Psalm - 107:23-26, 28-31

2nd Reading - 2 Cor 5:14-17
Gospel - Mk 4:35-41

The  next Administration 
Commission Meeting is Thursday, 
June 17th at 5:00 PM in Fellowship 
Hall. Everyone is invited.

Are you curious as to what the 
Commission does? Check out the 
page on our website:

https://ourladylake.diojeffcity.
org/commissions/administra-
tion-and-facilities/

ADMINISTRATION
Chair: Bob Cotter

Our Lady of the Lake Parish   

Parish Goal:		 $31,000
Total Committed:	 $31,867
Total Received:	 $28,157

All pledges must be fulfilled by the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 2021 for our 

parish to receive the rebate. We still 
have $3,710 in pledges outstanding. 

Thank you for your pledges and 
contributions.

June 6, 2021
Envelope $  7,619
Loose $  2,823
Total $10,442  
Last Year $  8,359



Are you or a family member ill, in the hospital, or homebound and would like to be included in the Prayers of the Faithful at Mass, on the Prayer 
Chain,  or in the bulletin? Please contact the office at 365-2241or email ourladylake@sbcglobal.com. 

Names will be listed for one month unless the office is notified that continued prayer is needed.

LADY KNIGHTS
Contact: Melodi Graessle

ourladylake.diojeffcity.org/
parish-life/

organizations/ladies-auxiliary-2/

Contact: David Hotop

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

ourladylake.diojeffcity.org/
knights-of-columbus/

PARISHIONER NEWS

There will be a farewell open 
house for Msgr. Makarewicz on 
Friday, June 18th in Bestgen Hall 
from 4:00 pm - 7 pm. 

If you would like to assist by 
bringing an appetizer or helping 
with the food and beverage tables 
that day, contact Melodie at: 
melodiandluke@gmail.com.

If you have pictures of 
Monsignor, please email them to 
Kelly at: olloffice2018@sbcglobal.
net.

If you would like to help in any 
other way, call Kelly at: 

365-52241 ext. 5.

Msgr. Mak has been 
such a BIG piece of 
our lives for 7 years!

Let him know how much we will 
miss him! Look for large puzzle 
pieces at all church entrances or 
check your email for one. Ideas and 
instructions are included!

Call Vicki at 417-846-3134 
if you would like a copy to be 
emailed.

Farewell Party

Representatives from Blest Art will be 
in Fellowship Hall this Saturday and 
Sunday after Mass to offer beautiful 

works handcrafted works of art. Sales 
of these pieces go to support the 
diminishing number of Christians 

in the Holy Land. Be sure to stop by 
their tables.

Through the Holy Waters of 
Baptism we welcome 

Aliana Rose Bargfrede and 
Adley Grey Rockelman

into the Family of Christ’s 
Church.

We welcome Catherine Albea who 
enters into the fullness of the 

Catholic Faith at the 5:00 pm Mass 
this weekend.

Flowers at the Ambo
this weekend 

are in Honor of
Mike & Pam Scherer’s 

52nd Wedding 
Anniversary.

Why Join?
*Lead with faith
*Serve others
*Protect you family
*Defend your values

How do I Join?
Online Membership Drive now 

until June 30, 2021
Go to: www.KofC.org/JoinUs 

and follow the prompts
Be sure to enter 9273 at the 

prompt for the local Council

Help?
KofC Members will be at the 

church exits after mass with a 
handout guide. You can also call or 
text John Akscin, KofC Membership 
Director at 573-745-1513 

Why wait...Do it now...
Enrolling by June 30th will result 

in free dues for your first year.

MASS INTENTIONS

Please extend a warm welcome 
to the following new members or 

Our Lady of the Lake:

Bob & Deb Harvey

Congratulations to Congratulations to 
JR & Dianne RichardsonJR & Dianne Richardson

who are celebrating theirwho are celebrating their
25th Wedding Anniversary25th Wedding Anniversary

and toand to
Jerry & Marlen Frank celebrating Jerry & Marlen Frank celebrating 

their Wedding Anniversarytheir Wedding Anniversary
this week.this week.

The installation of new officers 
for the Knights and Ladies 

Auxiliary will take place this 
Tuesday, June 15th at 6:30 pm 

beginning with the rosary.



Bulletin announcements should be into the office by Thursday at noon for publication in that weekend’s bulletin.

EDUCATION COMMISSION
Chair: Linda Adams

KIDS CORNER

This Sunday we celebrate our Diocesan Feast Day, The 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
Celebrate with this yummy Strawberry Shortcake. https://
www.catholicicing.com/sacred-heart-strawberry-shortcakes/

Next Sunday is Father’s Day. Make something wonderful 
for our spiritual father, Msgr. Mak. and attend his Farewell 
Party as a family on Friday.

NOTES FROM VICKI

Getting Closer to God

Read, 1 Samuel 5:1-12
What people were taking the Ark after stealing it from Israel? _______________________
In what city was the Ark of the Covenant being taken FROM? _______________________

What city was the Ark being taken TO? ______________________________
What was the name of the god being worshipped in the same place that kept falling over and eventually was destroyed 

by the power in the Ark? ________________________

Email your answers to me at virsik12@gmail.com

Most Gracious Greetings, Families and Friends of PSR!  
Unless you have been out of touch lately, you know by now that Msgr Mak is being transferred to Kirksville, Mary 

Immaculate parish. Just as things begin to feel normal again, we are faced with another big change in our parish! I 
look at it as another phase in our faith journey, another piece of our puzzle. We need to learn and experience the 
faith, experience and wisdom that Fr. Medina will bring to Our Lady: Likewise, Msgr’s new parish will be so blessed! 

As I work on a video for Msgr’s Going Away Party on June 18, I am struck by all the different people and events our 
church has experienced during the past seven years. Most pictures have been taken by Kathy Cotter, our resident Art 
and Environment church mouse, and many more submitted with your messages. I have to stop myself from looking at 
each picture for very long because I see so many people I do not know, or wonder where it was taken! We are starting 
with over 500 photos so I have to keep moving! THERE IS PLENTY OF ROOM FOR MORE SO BRING YOURS IN BEFORE 
NEXT WEDNESDAY! The planning committee chose the theme of “Thank you for being such a big piece of our lives.” To 
that end, you will find baskets with puzzle pieces for your contribution to the party next Friday. Write a message on it 
for Msgr, or fasten a picture to it with a caption and message. You can also send me anything you would like to say, 
or email a picture that I can drop into the video. virsik12@gmail.com

I know Msgr appreciates each of us as a part of his life, just as much as we appreciate him! Let him know you care, 
send your prayers and best wishes because, just like our own families, we are all different but belong to the same 
puzzle of last names, baby pictures and crazy relatives.  From I Corinthians 12:12-13….”For just as the body is one 
and has many members, all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one 
Spirit we were all baptized into one body and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.” Being apart for the last year 
will make us appreciate our family in one of two ways; either we missed them... or maybe we can improve on the next 
family reunion! Either way, God places ALL the people in our lives for very specific reasons. I know in my very soul that 
even though we will lose Msgr Mak as our shepherd this month, his influence and kindness has touched us all. We will 
miss you, Msgr!!

SEE YOU AT THE PARTY ON JUNE 18, FROM 4-7 pm IN BESTGEN HALL!
Blessings and Prayers to Everyone! ~ Vicki
P.S.  Lots of updates on PSR for the Fall semester in next week’s bulletin! Please contact me if your heart is saying 

you would enjoy helping out in class! 



If you and your family would like to present the gifts for the offertory procession during the weekend Masses, please sign up in the blue binder 
located at the Welcome Center. This would be a wonderful way to commemorate a birthday, anniversary or other special occasion.

EDUCATION COMMISSION
Chair: Linda Adams

The next Education Commission 
will be Thursday, Aug. 5th at 6 PM 
in Fellowship Hall. All with interest 
are welcome to attend.

SOCIAL CONCERNS
Chair: Deacon Jim Hankins

Call the office to join us at the 
next Social Concerns Commission 

Zoom meeting on 
Thursday, June 10th at 6 pm.

If you know of anyone who may 
need assistance with grocery 

delivery, rides to doctor appoint-
ments, or other small errands, 
please notify Deacon Jim or the 

office staff.

The Social Concerns Commission 
includes the following ministries:

To families
To the community

To the poor
To the oppressed
For protecting life

Of hospitality & fellowship
Of health & well-being.

HOPE HOUSE

Please remember to bring your 
unused, nonperishable, non-expired 

food donation each week.

Week of June 6th:
8 Bags, 22 Cans, and 17 Misc.

Plastic & Paper Bags are needed. 
Please no more egg cartons.

“Our Lady” Volunteers next scheduled 
work day is 

Thursday, July 29th.
Sign up by calling 365-0099 

(ask for store manager).

More info: 
www.hopehouseofmillercounty.org

WEDNESDAY WORKSHOP

Join us every Wednesday morning 
from 8:30 - noon to cut, iron, stuff, 
sew, stamp, stitch, and draw. We 
meet in Bestgen Hall, first room on 
the left.

If you have any questions, contact 
Vivian Petro at 309-824-5626.

Our Lady of the Lake Book Club
Next Meeting will be:

 Tuesday, July 20th at 6:30 p.m.

We will have our next in-person, 
meeting (will also be available via 
zoom) at the Church Fellowship 

Hall. The book being discussed is: 

Yellow Crocus
by Laila Ibrahim. 

ALL ARE WELCOME!

If you would like to zoom the 
meeting or have questions please 

call or text
 Lusica – 915-490-5765

by May 7th.

BOOK CLUB

BABY BOTTLES FOR PHC

Please return your full Baby Bottles 
to the designated boxes by Father’s 
Day, Sunday, June 20th. Thank you 
for your support of this much needed 
resource.

Please join us for a bible study 
entitled, Doing Business by The 
Good Book. This study takes 
biblical principles and applies them 
to your business and work life, 
your home life and your everyday 
life! The study is based on this 
book written by David Steward. 
We will meet on Mondays at 5:30 
PM.  The study sessions will last 
an hour. Our first informational 
meeting will be on Monday, July 5 
at 5:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall, 
with the first formal session on 
July 12. The book is not required 
but highly recommended as a 
supplement to the study and is 
available for purchase on Amazon. 
Please prayerfully consider joining 
us! Contact Barb Steinman for more 
information at 573-406-3885 or 
bstein16@charter.net. 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION

SAVE THE DATE

Coming Thursday Mornings starting 
July 15th. Childcare will be provided. 
Contact Kelly in the office for more 

information.



Want to know all the happenings around the Diocese of Jefferson City? Visit the newly designed website: https://diojeffcity.org
Under News & Events, you can click on the Monday Morning Memo which gives you all kinds of information on events and important notices.

WORSHIP COMMISSION

The next Worship Commission 
meeting will be Tuesday, June 22nd 
at 6:30 pm at Fellowship Hall with a 
zoom option. We are always looking 
for members with a heart for helping 
with the liturgy, prayer, liturgical 
formation, or art and environment. 
Please call the office to join us.

PRAYERS NEEDED

May they place their trust and 
confidence in the Lord Jesus Christ:

Mary Ann Rayfield, Blake Wilson, 
Clara Weppner, Vickie Gross, 
Dr. Rick Dominique, Philippe 
Dominique, Marilyn Thompson, 
Don Harding, Mary Burke, Debbie 
Noland, Rose Bouzek, Msgr. 
Michael Wilbers, Don Harding, 
Joseph Schutzenhofer, Gunther 
Skaletz, Dennis Wedding, Lucille 
Needham.

LCDR Christopher Boehm
Major Brad Bustin
Major Meg Bustin
Capt. Dan Collini
Sgt. John Cobb

CPO Matt Culver USN-SEAL 6
E4 Cody Griffy

E7 M/Sgt. Amanda Hammond   
E4 Aaron Helms

Major Michael Lucky
1st Sgt. Christopher Metz

1st Lt. Thomas Nelson
SPC Austin Nye

Jayson D. Osborne (Air Force)
CW4 Kent Rackers

A1C Logan J. Rackers
Tech. Sgt. Kevin Reilly
S/Sgt. Adam Rentsch

S/Sgt. Daniel E Reynolds
SPC Chris Riley

SPC John M. Schneider
1st Lt. Adam H. Still

Sgt. Justin C. Thomas
S/Sgt. Matthew Willis 

LCDR Tony Wolfe
Lt. Nicholas Zahn  
A1C Jacob Zahn

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!

Please inform the office if there are 
any changes from active duty. If a 
name is on this list, please make 
sure that Deacon Jim Hankins has 

the information to post on our wall 
of honor. 

PRAYERS FOR THE MILITARY

Saint Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. Be our 
protection against the wickedness 
and snares of the devil; May God 
rebuke him, we humbly pray; And 
do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly 
Host, by the divine power of God, 
cast into hell Satan and all evil 
spirits who wander through the 
world for the ruin of souls. Amen

MEETING

Chair: Annette Miller

How you can help the parish worship:

Altar Server
Mass Coordinator

Eucharistic Minister
Greeter/Usher

Cantor
Musician

Choir Member

Is Saturday Vigil Mass your usual 
Mass? Are you looking for a way to 
get involved? Do you enjoy assisting 
behind the scenes? We are looking 
for you.

We are in need of people willing 
to serve as Mass Coordinators. 

If you are a Eucharistic Minister, 
you are already eligible to become a 
Mass Coordinator. If you would like 
to be trained, please call Mary in the 
office 365-2241 ext. 6. 

MINISTERIO EN ESPAÑOL
Contacto: Ethan Perez

FIESTA DE 
DESPEDIDA

Habrá una jornada de puertas 
abiertas de despedida para Mons. 
Makarewicz el viernes 18 de junio 
en Bestgen Hall de 4 pm a 7 pm. 

Si desea ayudar trayendo un 
aperitivo o ayudando con las 

mesas de comida y bebida ese 
día, comuníquese con Melodie en: 

melandluke@gmail.com. 
Si tiene fotos de Monseñor, 

envíelas por correo electrónico a 
Kelly a: 

olloffice2018@sbcglobal.net. 
Si desea ayudar de alguna otra 

manera, comuníquese con Kelly al: 
365-52241 ext. 5. 

¡Monseñor Mak ha sido una gran 
parte de nuestras vidas durante 7 

años! 
 

¡Hágale saber cuánto lo 
extrañaremos! Busque piezas de 
rompecabezas grandes en todas 

las entradas de la iglesia. ¡Se 
incluyen ideas e instrucciones! 

Comuníquese con Vicki al 
417-846-3134 si desea que se 
le envíe una copia por correo 

electrónico.

Que ellos depositen su confianza 
en el Señor Jesucristo:

Mary Ann Rayfield , Blake 
Wilson, Clara Weppner, Vickie 
Gross, Dr. Rick Dominique, Philippe 
Dominique, Marilyn Thompson, 
Don Harding, Mary Burke, Debbie 
Noland, Rose Bouzek, Msgr. 
Michael Wilbers, Don Harding, 
Joseph Schutzenhofer, Gunther 
Skaletz, Dennis Wedding, Lucille 
Needham.

ORACIONES NECESARIAS



¿Está usted o un miembro de su familia enfermo, en el hospital o confinado en su hogar y le gustaría ser incluido en la Oración de los Fieles en la 
Misa o en el boletín? Comuníquese con la oficina al 365-2241 o envíe un correo electrónico a ourladylake@sbcglobal.com. Los nombres aparecerán 

en la lista durante algunas semanas, a menos que se notifique a la oficina que se necesita una oración continua.

DEACON’S CORNER
Many times, I stayed at grandpar-

ent’s house during the summer.  In 
their guest bedroom were two large 
pictures of Jesus and Mary that showed 
them pointing towards their hearts.  
Jesus’ heart had a crown of thorns 
around it while Mary’s heart had 
flowers around it with a sword piercing 
through it. I never asked what they 
meant but recently started contem-
plating about them when I recognized 
that Friday, 11 June is the Feast of the 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus while 12 
June is the Feast of The Immaculate 
Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  Now, 
as I looked back and vividly recall 
these pictures my contemplation led to 
understanding.

At one time the heart was 
considered the center, the spirit, the 
soul of an individual.  Note some of the 
common sayings such as “the heart of 
the matter,” “you are my heart,” “take it 
to heart,” and those emotional sayings 
of “you are my heart”, “my heart is 
broken” and “my heart sings for you”!  
Even through emotions and/or getting 
ready for a contest/struggle, your 
heart rate increases and prepares your 
body for action.  

Such is the emotion and devotion 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and The 
Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.  This devotion to Jesus Christ 
and to the Blessed Virgin Mary is 
meditating on their interior lives and 
their love that strengthens our human 
lives.   

From the earliest days of the 
Church, Jesus’ side being pierced by 
a lance presents the mystery of blood 
and water being witnessed by the 
Church as Eve came forth from the side 

of Adam. In the eleventh and twelfth 
centuries we have the first unmis-
takable indications of devotion to the 
Sacred Heart. Through the wound in 
Jesus’ side, the lance piercing Jesus’ 
Sacred Heart symbolizes the “wound” 
of love for all of us!  

The veneration of the Heart of 
Mary is analogous to the worship of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus. There are, 
however, differences in this analogy 
as devotion to the heart of Jesus is 
especially directed to the “divine heart” 
as overflowing with love for humanity. 
In the devotion to Mary the allurement 
is the love of her heart for Jesus and 
for God. 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary 
refers to her interior life as the mother 
of Jesus to include her joys and 
sorrows, her virtues, hidden perfec-
tions, and, above all, her virginal love 
for God the Father, maternal love for 
Jesus Christ, and finally her motherly 
and compassionate love for all of us. 

Seven is a mystical number.  Mary’s 
joys are also seven that include: the 
Annunciation; the Visitation; the Birth 
of Our Lord; the Adoration of Jesus by 
the Magi; the Finding of the Child Jesus 
in the Temple; the Resurrection of Our 
Lord; the Assumption of Mary in body 
and in soul into Heaven.  The seven 
dolors (sorrows) of Mary include:  The 
Prophecy of Simeon; the Flight into 
Egypt; the Loss of the Child Jesus in 
the Temple; Meeting Jesus on His way 
to Calvary; Jesus Death on the Cross; 
Jesus placed in Mary’s arms from the 
cross; Jesus placed in His tomb.  

St. Leo states that through faith and 
love Mary conceived her son spiri-
tually, even before receiving him into 

The Diocese of Jefferson City 
warns the public of what appears 
to be an ongoing phishing scam 
involving TEXTSTEXTS  and EMAILS 
purportedly from priests or parish/
Chancery staff. This scam has hit 
many parishes across the United 
States. 

The email or text purports to be 
from a person the target knows, 
such as one’s pastor, a parish staff 
member, the bishop or someone 
else from the Church. If the target 
responds to the fake email or text, 
the sender will follow up with a 
request for some sort of monetary 
assistance, often for gift cards or 
iTune cards. 

It is truly unfortunate cyber 
criminals will attempt to exploit the 
generous nature of our community. 
Sending emails or texts asking 
for cash or gifts cards is not how 
priests, parishes or the Diocese 
of Jefferson City seeks financial 
assistance for our work. If you 
receive an email or text from a 
trusted church personnel asking for 
assistance, confirm by calling that 
person and do NOT respond to the 
email or text. 

The FBI website address to file 
an online Internet crime complaint 
is https://www.ic3.gov.

her womb, while St. Augustine states 
that Mary was more blessed in having 
borne Christ in her heart than in having 
conceived him in the flesh.

The Sacred Heat of Jesus proclaims 
that greater love predicted by Jesus 
when he said: “No one can have greater 
love than to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends.” The images of the 
Sacred Hearts offered by Jesus and His 
Blessed Mother echoes the words “God 
is love!”  Blessings Dcn Jim.  
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Perpetual Help devotions according 
to my mother, when I remember 
candles and a picture of Mary. I was 
being held in my mother’s arms and 
I asked her who that lady was in 
the picture. Mom said it was Jesus’s 
mother. I didn’t understand much, 
but for the rest of my life, I knew that 
whatever I may learn about Jesus, 
knowing about his mother was pretty 
important.

Fast forward to 2014 and my 
first year at Our Lady of the Lake. 
I was approached by a family 
from Camdenton asking if I would 
celebrate a Mass for Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. The fiesta was on a 
day that the pastor would not be 
around and they couldn’t imagine 
celebrating without Mass. I had never 
formally studied Spanish except for a 
couple months in Spain, but I knew I 
couldn’t say no. I figured that it was 
time for me to repay the grace that 
was bestowed on me from Our Lady 
of Guadalupe through my baptism 
and infant years. The saints say 
that Jesus would never say no to his 
Mother, so I figured that I couldn’t 
say know either. Well, that Mass was 
the first step into allowing Mary to 
guide my priesthood to outreach 
to Spanish speaking Catholics. I 
know God’s grace and Mary’s inter-
cession must have been active in 
this whole process. When I was 
assigned to Our Lady of the Lake, I 
had no inkling that within five years 
I would be celebrating Mass every 
Sunday in Spanish and celebrating 
so many sacraments for our Hispanic 
Community.

These initial steps gave way to a 
fuller engagement in the celebration 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe, with 
Nuestra Señora del Lago taking the 
lead on the Guadalupe Novena each 
December. It was through these 
novenas each year, and the regular 
prayer with the Spanish speaking 
community saying the rosary and 
the Litany of Loreto, that my Marian 
devotion fully matured. How it 
matured was that while I was very 
much aware of my own personal 
need for Mary’s intercession and 
frequent devotion, I didn’t quite 
manage to incorporate Marian 
devotions into my ministerial life. 

That meant that it was important that 
I as a priest and pastor lead others 
to deepen their own devotion to the 
Mother of God.

As I engaged more and more with 
the Spanish speaking community at 
the Lake, first by celebrating Mass 
in Spanish one Wednesday each 
month, I understood that to be able 
to pray with my new brothers and 
sisters, I’d have to learn Spanish. I 
spent two month-long periods of 
study in Mexico to get the basics 
down for reading Spanish and gain 
some competency in understanding 
what folks were trying to tell me. The 
first trip to Mexico culminated in a 
pilgrimage to the National Shrine of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico 
City. Once more, I thought I knew 
what Marian devotion was. I had 
been to Lourdes, Knock, Nazareth, 
and Bethlehem, but in visiting the 
place where the prayers of Mary 
converted so many people, I began 
to catch glimpses of the treasure of 
grace that Mary offers for us that I 
had never even imagined.

This Sunday, the Diocese of 
Jefferson City celebrates the Immac-
ulate Heart of Mary. Mary is our 
diocesan patron under this title. 
Since this is a patronal feast, it gains 
the rank of a solemnity, even to the 
point that it can displace the normal 
celebration of the 11th Sunday of 
Ordinary Time. As a patronal feast, 
the celebration can be moved to a 
nearby Sunday to allow for greater 
participation in the festivities. This 
is why the prayers, readings, songs, 
and decorations all point to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary.

Here is the real challenge to 
ensuring that our patron saints retain 
their proper place in our lives. It has 
to do with identity. Our self, our 
personhood is sustained by the vast 
web of relationships that connect 
us with others. Obviously being a 
child of a certain father or mother 
is a determining feature of who we 
are. In addition to family, our work, 
our nationality, our ethnic heritage—
which really has to do with extended 
family relationships—all form part of 
who we are.

Modern life sees identity as fluid, 
changing, adaptable to all circum-
stances and times. We change who 

we are often like we change our 
clothes, the people we spend time 
with, and the work we do. Highly 
mobile afraid of missing out, we are 
so quick to drop one thing when 
another more interesting, attractive, 
or economically beneficial comes 
along.

Patron saints are nothing like this. 
The patron saint has a claim on our 
identity that is at odds with all the 
modern and mercurial trends that go 
into shaping identity. Patron saints 
are vocational. That means they 
are assigned by God and respond 
to God’s call. Patron saints should 
call forth from us a deep respect 
and fidelity. The Immaculate Heart 
of Mary has been given to us by 
God through the Church to be an 
essential part of our devotional life. 
The Immaculate Heart of Mary is 
assistance for us when we are not 
sure where to turn.

I appreciate so much that Bishop 
McKnight has made devotion to 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary so 
prominent for us in the Diocese. We 
missed the opportunity to celebrate 
for many, many years. The Diocese’s 
example of celebrating the Immac-
ulate Heart at a Sunday Mass has 
inspired us at Our Lady of the Lake 
to finally choose a patronal feast 
day and give fitting honor to Our 
Blessed Mother on the Feast of the 
Queenship of Mary, which we will 
celebrate too on Sunday, August 22 
as our patronal feast.

I invite all of us to take the 
opportunity of this special feast day 
to allow the grace of Mary’s inter-
cession to enter into your own heart. 
Mary has so much to teach all her 
children, and we are so blessed as a 
people of God to have Mary and her 
Immaculate Heart as our patroness.


